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What is it? 

Giant hogweed is a very large plant, which can grow in a variety of environments. It 
spreads by seed and can be transported easily to backyards, ravines, parks, streams, and 
roadsides. It crowds out other plants and takes over natural areas, especially moist 
environments such as riverbanks. It is shade-tolerant, but also thrives in full sun. Giant 
hogweed was introduced from Asia as an ornamental. 

Is it here yet? 

Yes. Giant hogweed has been documented in numerous locations in Washington. 

Why should I care? 

Giant hogweed forms dense patches that out-compete native species and expose soil, 
making it more vulnerable to erosion. Giant hogweed’s sap can make skin vulnerable to 
severe sunburn and blistering. 

What should I do if I find one? 

Do not purchase, plant, or trade this species. Contact your county noxious weed 
coordinator at http://www.nwcb.wa.gov/nwcb_county.htm. Report online at
www.invasivespecies.wa.gov/report.shtml.

How can we stop it? 

Giant hogweed is on Washington’s Terrestrial Noxious Weed Seed and Plant Quarantine 
list, meaning it is prohibited to transport, buy, sell, offer for sale, or distribute giant 
hogweed plants, plant parts, or seeds (Washington Administrative Code 16-752-610). Giant 
hogweed is listed as a Class A Noxious Weed in Washington, meaning its eradication is 
required; however given giant hogweed’s harmful effects to people, seek assistance from 
your county noxious weed coordinator at before attempting any eradication efforts. 
Importation and interstate transport of giant hogweed further is  
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regulated by the U.S. Department of Agriculture under the Federal Noxious Weed list (7 CFR 
360). 

What are its characteristics? 

 Grows more than 15 feet tall.

 Large, wide leaves can be up to three feet long.

 Many small, white flowers cluster together in a group that can be 2 feet long or
longer.

 Large, purple, hollow stems.

How do I distinguish it from native species? 

Giant hogweed may be distinguished from native cow parsnip in that it is much larger. Cow 
parsnip rarely exceeds 6 feet in height. It also has smaller flower clusters, and the hairs on the 
underside of the leaf are soft, wavy, and shiny. Please note that cow parsnip sap also may 
cause burns or blisters. 

Where do I get more information? 

 King County: www.kingcounty.gov/environment/animalsAndPlants/noxious-
weeds/weed-identification/giant-hogweed.aspx

 Washington State Noxious Weed Control Board:
http://www.nwcb.wa.gov/detail.asp?weed=62
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