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Revised Meeting Agenda 


Washington Invasive Species Council 
March 18, 2021 


Online Web Meeting 
 


 
ATTENTION:  


Protecting the public, our partners, and our staff are of the utmost importance. Due to health 
concerns with the novel coronavirus this meeting will be held online. The public is encouraged to 


participate online and will be given opportunities to comment, as noted below. 
 


If you wish to participate online, please click the link below to register and follow the instructions in 
advance of the meeting. You will be emailed specific instructions upon registering. Technical 
support for the meeting will be provided by the Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO) board 
liaison, Wyatt Lundquist, who can be reached at Wyatt.Lundquist@rco.wa.gov.  
 
Registration Link: https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_YVqvxdJ3S7GnXFDjehvrVw  
 
Phone Option: You may also access the webinar using a phone only. This can be completed by 
calling (646) 568-7788 at or shortly before the start of meeting. You will then be prompted for a 
meeting ID. The meeting ID is 943 4736 8272. 
 
Time: Opening session will begin as shown; all other times are approximate. 
 
Public Comment: 
General public comment is encouraged to be submitted in advance to the meeting in 
written form. If you wish to comment, you may e-mail your request or written comments to 
Wyatt.Lundquist@rco.wa.gov. 
 
Special Accommodations:  
People with disabilities needing an accommodation to participate in RCO public meetings are 
invited to contact Leslie Frank by phone (360) 789-7889 or e-mail Leslie.Frank@rco.wa.gov. 
Accommodation requests should be received by March 4, 2021 to ensure availability. 


 


 OPENING AND WELCOME 


9:00 a.m.   Welcome and Call to Order 
• Web Meeting Ground Rules 
• Roll Call and Determination of Quorum 
• Review and Approval of Agenda (Decision) 
• Approval of December 2020 Minutes (Decision)  


  


Chair Joe Maroney  


 HOT TOPIC AND STAFF REPORTS 



mailto:Wyatt.Lundquist@rco.wa.gov

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_YVqvxdJ3S7GnXFDjehvrVw

mailto:Wyatt.Lundquist@rco.wa.gov

mailto:Leslie.Frank@rco.wa.gov
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9:10 a.m. 1. Recognition of Recreation and Conservation Office 
Director Kaleen Cottingham 


Chair Joe Maroney   


9:30 a.m. 2. Bureau of Indian Affairs Northwest Region Invasive 
Species Program 


Robert Compton  


10:00 a.m. 3. Natural Heritage Program Invasive Plant 
Assessment 


Irene Weber,  
Joe Roccio  


10:30 a.m. 4. Executive Coordinators’ Report  Justin Bush 


 DISCUSSIONS, DECISIONS, AND UPDATES 


11:00 a.m. 5. Ten Minute Break    


11:10 a.m. 6. State Agency Legislation and Budget Update 
A) Department of Agriculture 
B) Department of Ecology 
C) Department of Fish and Wildlife 
D) Department of Natural Resources 
E) Department of Transportation 
F) Noxious Weed Control Board 
G) Parks and Recreation Commission 
H) Puget Sound Partnership 
I) Washington State University  


Various 


11:50 a.m. 7. Marimo Moss Ball Zebra Mussel Incident Eric Anderson,  
 


12:10 a.m. 8. Lunch   


12:40 p.m. 9. U.S. Department of Agriculture Animal and Health 
Inspection Service Plant Protection and Quarantine 
Update  


Clinton Campbell 


1:00 p.m. 10.  2020 Watercraft Inspections and 2021 Forecast Eric Anderson 


1:20 p.m. 11.  Northern Pike Region Forum Debrief and Outcomes Chair Joe Maroney 


1:30 p.m. 12.  European Green Crab Stakeholder Meeting 
Debriefing 


Chelsey Buffington 


1:50 p.m.  13.  Ten Minute Break  


2:00 p.m. 14.  Asian Giant Hornet in British Columbia Paul van Westendorp 
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2:30 p.m. 15.  Future Meeting Planning Roundtable Discussion 
• June 2021 Meeting Topic Suggestions 
• Online Meeting Format for 2021 (Decision) 


Chair Joe Maroney 
 


2:50 p.m. General Public Comment 


3:00 p.m. ADJOURN  


Next regular meeting: June 10, 2021, Natural Resources Building, 1111 Washington St SE, Olympia, WA 
98105 – Subject to change considering COVID-19 





		 OPENING AND WELCOME

		Chair Joe Maroney 






 


WASHINGTON INVASIVE SPECIES COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES  
December 10, 2020  
Online--Zoom  
 
Invasive Species Council Members Present:  
Ray Willard, Chair  Washington State Department of Transportation  
Joe Maroney, Chair-Elect Kalispel Tribe of Indians 
Blain Reeves, Vice Chair  Washington State Department of Natural Resources 
Adam Fyall  Benton County  
Shaun Seaman  Chelan Public Utility District  
Steve Burke  King County  
Kendall Farley   Northwest Power and Conservation Council  
Todd Hass  Puget Sound Partnership  
Pat Stevenson Stillaguamish Tribe of Indians 
Luca Furnare U.S Customs and Border Protection  
Clinton Campbell U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Heidi McMaster  U.S. Department of Interior  
Theresa Thom  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Karen Ripley U.S. Forest Service 
Brad White  Washington State Department of Agriculture  
Lizbeth Seebacher  Washington State Department of Ecology  
Allen Pleus  Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife  
Mary Fee Washington State Noxious Weed Control Board 
Andrea Thorpe  Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission  
Todd Murray   Washington State University  


 
Guests:  
Rachel Gregg EcoAdapt 
Paul Heimowitz U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Ben Thompson Washington State Department of Natural Resources 
Ryan Lothrop  Washington State Department Fish and Wildlife 
Chris Looney Washington State Department of Agriculture 


 
Recreation and Conservation Office Staff:  
Justin Bush  Executive Coordinator  
Julia McNamara  Interim Board Liaison  
Alexis Haifley   Community Outreach & Environmental Education Specialist  







 


 
Welcome and Call to Order  
Chair Ray Willard, Department of Transportation (DOT), opened the meeting at 
9:00am. He welcomed council members, guests, and reviewed housekeeping items. 


Following, Julia McNamara, Recreation and Conservation Office, reviewed webinar 
instructions and etiquette, and called roll to determine quorum.  
 


Motion:  Approval of December 10, 2020 Agenda  
Moved by:  Member Mary Fee 
Seconded by:  Member Andrea Thorpe 


Decision:  Approved  
  
Motion:  Approval of September 2020 meeting minutes  
Moved by:  Member Steve Burke 


Seconded by:  Member Blaine Reeves 
Decision:  Approved   


Item 1: Executive Coordinator’s Report  
Justin Bush, Recreation and Conservation Office, provided an update on events staff 
have attended on behalf of WISC, end of the year summary of WISC’s social media 
accounts, as well a summary of invasive species reports and sightings.  


Mr. Bush highlighted the virtual events that have taken place throughout the last 
quarter, noting that they have all been different compared to typical years due to 
pandemic precautions—but the focuses on collaboration, information sharing, and 
communication have stayed the same. Mr. Bush closed the event update by reviewing 
the largest, and most successful event of the quarter which was the Washington Weed 
& Invasive Species Conference. This event provided WISC the opportunity to partner 
with organizations that are furthering invasive species response, management, and 
research. The collaboration concluded with over 1,100 people attending this virtual 
event over 4 days—nearly doubling the amount of people who have attended in person 
in past years.  


Mr. Bush continued his presentation by giving a high-level overview of social media 
reach over the year, as well as sightings reports. Over the past five years the council has 
been able to reach more than 2.6 million people, and he expects that number to keep 
growing. He noted although this year looked a bit different due to COVID-19, the 
council outreach portfolio has continued to steadily grow. Lastly, he closed by noting 
that sightings reports have been down this quarter, but that that’s on par with past 
years as we are moving into winter and there is less to report overall.  







 


Council members asked clarifying questions and discussed benefits of events and social 
media outreach. Member Fee noted that a WISC social media post about the Bee-u-Tify 
seed packets garnered over 9,000 requests for seeds from their board. In addition, 
acting council member Theresa Thom wanted to thank the council staff for providing 
support and information during the U.S. Fish and Wildlife’s Facebook Live Halloween 
event.  


Council members then discussed the role of the council during the upcoming legislative 
session. Council staff noted they typically track bills and would be happy to provide 
updates to members. Mr. Bush noted that each state agency has a legislative liaison and 
bill tracking, suggesting that the council form a working group to connect and share 
information. Chair Willard provided direction to create a working group tasked with bill 
tracking and member legislative updates. Member Seaman and Member Farley asked to 
be included in the working group. Council staff encouraged any other interested 
members to reach out to them if they wished to be included in this group.  


Mr. Bush finished his presentation with an executive decision to place development of 
2021 outreach plan on hold due to COVID-19 gathering uncertainties. Staff will continue 
forward with social media, virtual events, and other outreach—placing a council 
discussion and approval of the 2021 plan on the March 2021 meeting agenda. 
Continuing, Mr. Bush briefed the council on 2019-2020 biennial report status, and that 
the Governor’s Office and Office of Financial Management had signaled that the agency 
request legislation to reauthorize the council until 2032 had been approved.  


Item 2: Pacific Northwest Regional Invasive Species and Climate Change Network 


Rachel Gregg, EcoAdapt, and Paul Heimowitz, US Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS), 
provided a briefing on the climate change networks accomplishments and tasks. 


Paul Heimowitz, USFWS, thanked the council for including this topic in the meeting, and 
started his report out by providing a quick history of the project—as well as its scope 
and details. He noted that through his work with other invasive species partners, climate 
change and invasive species seem to be working together against natural resource 
managers. This project seeks to bring in partners and collaborators to create a network 
in the Pacific Northwest, to share information and best practices. This type of knowledge 
exchange has been successful in the northeastern region of the United States; the 
northwest network emulates that model but applies it to the unique challenges faced in 
the Pacific Northwest. He closed by thanking the council staff and members who have 
been involved in the project advisory group.  


Rachel Gregg, EcoAdapt, reviewed responses and statistics of the survey thus far. She 
noted that the first part of the survey solely focuses on invasive species management, 
while the second part moves into invasive species management and climate change 
questions. She noted that the goal of this survey is to be able to use the information 
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https://www.facebook.com/121246461254279/videos/340364990589894
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gathered from the responses to form an action plan for activities including workshops, 
webinars, and other various types of outreach and information sharing opportunities.  


Council members discussed the results of the survey thus far and asked Ms. Gregg 
clarifying questions. Chair Willard offered to email the survey to his staff at the DOT, and 
Mr. Bush offered to email the survey link out to all council members again.  


Blaine Parker: provided public comment 


Item 3: Department of Natural Resources Urban and Community Forestry State-
Level Equity Approach  
Ben Thompson, Washington State Department of Natural Resources (DNR), reviewed 
the tasks and challenges of DNR’s urban and community forestry program for the 
benefit of the council. He noted that this program initiative kicked off with renewed 
focus in 2017 due to the election of a new Commissioner of Public Lands who 
understood the premise and importance of urban forestry and was interested in seeing 
the program address issues of equity, diversity, and climate resiliency in urban areas 
around Washington State.   


The program thus far has been tasked with researching the most at-risk and high-need 
urban areas that will be impacted by the increasing climatic events such as heat waves, 
fires, invasive species, and more. This program has been utilizing GIS data pertaining to 
urban forestry, as well as GIS data compiled by the Department of Health’s 
Environmental Health Disparities Map to create a map that shows high-need/high-risk 
areas around the state where urban forestry investments and activities can help.  


Mr. Thompson continued his presentation by giving an overview of the funding that 
comes from the U.S. Forest Service, filters through their program, and ultimately into 
local communities across the state. The goal of these grants is to promote the building 
of more environmentally stable communities for those folks who are disproportionally 
affected by climate change and urban growth. Mr. Thompson then noted agency 
request legislation to reinvigorate the Evergreen Communities Act, which may be 
considered in the 2021 Legislative session. 


Council members asked clarifying questions about the analysis and data used in the 
creation of the maps and discussed the details of Mr. Thompson’s presentation.  


Item 4: BREAK— 11:05am-11:15am 


Item 5: Fiscal Year 20 and 21 U.S. Bureau of Reclamation Aquatic Invasive Species 
Funding 
Heidi McMaster, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, reviewed the aquatic species funding for 
Fiscal Year (FY)20 and FY21. She reviewed many of the successful projects from the FY20 
grant round and gave a brief update on upcoming FY21 projects. While there are many 







 


projects coming in for funding during the FY21 session, the majority of them are looking 
to increase capacity, response, and monitoring. Member McMaster noted that like many 
of the other agencies presenting today, the bureau is facing a challenging fiscal year 
due to COVID-19, budget restrictions, and a change in federal administration. Member 
McMaster closed her presentation with an overview of regional priorities and projects. 


Council members discussed the ramifications of the upcoming fiscal year and potential 
budget shortfalls and asked what, if anything, they could do to lend their support. 
Member McMaster said the best course of action would be to keep in touch with 
congressional delegates and federal agency leaders and let them know that aquatic 
invasive species management is a priority. 


Item 6: Pacific Salmon Commission Okanagan Work Group, Northern Pike 
Ryan Lothrop, Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife, reviewed the 
transboundary efforts to protect and increase output of the spring and primarily 
summer stock of the transboundary Okanagan River Chinook. Due to the importance of 
this stock the workgroup has been tasked to compile and report back to the Pacific 
Salmon Commission on efforts to suppress and stop northern pike. Northern pike would 
have a substantial negative impact on the mortality rates of this unique population of 
fish and would further threaten this species should they get into the Okanagan River. 
Mr. Lothrop noted that while COVID-19 has impacted the work of the group this 
summer, they are hoping to host a virtual workshop with the purpose of collaboration 
and information sharing for those who are involved in northern pike suppression in early 
2021. He closed his presentation by requesting council assistance in planning, hosting, 
and invitations to collaborators to participate in the workshop.  


Council members stated that they are firmly in support of this project, as the topic of 
northern pike. Council members asked clarifying questions, noted that they would be 
willing participants in this upcoming northern pike meeting, and asked to be kept 
updated with this project as it evolves. Staff and Chair Joe Maroney will represent the 
council in the northern pike workshop.  


 Item 7: Moran State Park Firewood Vending Machine 
Andrea Thorpe, Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission, reviewed the 
firewood vending machine currently in use at Moran State Park through a 
concessionaire. This vending machine is the first of its kind in Washington State, but 
these units have been used widely in Idaho and other areas before. The concessionaire 
has been very happy with the machine so far and noted that it serendipitously has 
helped campers during the COVID-19 pandemic as it is a no-contact way of getting 
locally sourced firewood. Member Thorpe noted that all the wood in the vending 
machine is from Orcas Island, or other nearby areas—which prevents the movement of 
invasive species and plant diseases through firewood. She noted while this is not an 
agency sponsored machine, they would be happy to see this program grow. 







 


Council members asked clarifying questions about the machine’s operations, and several 
members voiced their opinion that the vending machine would be an excellent place for 
outreach posters on the dangers of moving firewood. 


Item 8: LUNCH— 11:50am – 12:20pm 


Item 9: Recognition of Ray Willard and Passing of the Gavel 
Outgoing Chair Ray Willard called the meeting back to order and passed the gavel 
to Incoming Chair Joe Maroney, Kalispel Tribe of Indians. Chair Maroney thanked Ray 
Willard for his hard work over the past four years noting that the council wouldn’t look 
the same as it does today if it wasn’t for his guidance and leadership. Chair Maroney 
and Mr. Bush recapped some of the council’s successes through Chair Willards 
leadership and remarked at how they will miss working with him as chair but are 
thankful he will remain an active member and participant of the council.  


Council members discussed their time working with Chair Willard; reflected on 
successes, memories, and the unique qualities that Chair Willard possessed that made 
him such a successful leader of the council.  


Item 10: European Green Crab Status Update 


Allen Pleus, Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife, oriented the council on 
the issue of European green crab management by providing a brief history of the issue, 
as well as the response of the WDFW over the last few years. Member Pleus reviewed 
the results of the trapping efforts of the past two seasons, noting that this year’s 
trapping season was particularly challenging due to COVID-19, staffing, and budget 
issues. Trapping took place this summer in Drayton Harbor, Lummi Bay, Makah Bay, 
Grays Harbor, and Willapa Bay.  


Council members asked clarifying questions about the trapping efforts and inquired as 
to how the council could support this effort. Member Pleus noted that aside from 
making it clear to policy leaders how important this issue is, not much can be done until 
the Governor’s budget is released—that will give WDFW a better idea as to how much 
outreach and advocacy may be needed for the upcoming biennium. Council members 
asked follow-up questions as to what WDFW was doing to ensure that they are working 
with our Canadian neighbors and shellfish growers on this issue.  


Item 11: Vessel Incidental Discharge Act Rulemaking Update 
Allen Pleus, Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife, provided the council 
with updates to the Vessel Incidental Discharge Act (VIDA). Member Pleus noted that 
this act mainly focuses on ballast water and biofouling, or the substrate that 
accumulates on the hull of boats. Member Pleus reviewed the combined efforts between 
the WDFW and the Department of Ecology to ensure comments made in response to 
this complex document were heard. He noted that the main issue for both of the 







 


respective state agencies was the consultation process. Basically, there is disagreement 
as to whether or not the Environmental Protection Agency has the authority to regulate 
biofouling. Member Pleus noted that at this point it is unclear whether the rules will be 
finalized before the new administration is sworn in. 


Council members asked clarifying questions and discussed the complicated process and 
quick turnaround deadlines that both state agencies had to complete in order to get the 
comments in on time.  


Item 12: Asian Giant Hornet Research Update 


Chris Looney, Washington State Department of Agriculture entomologist, provided an 
update on some of the ongoing research taking place in response to the discovery of 
Asian giant hornet in North America. He reiterated that whenever a new pest is 
discovered, one of the first things researchers want to know is information about that 
species existing range—which helps to predict suitable habitats in the new area. Mr. 
Looney noted that much of the research being done on Asian giant hornet is exploring 
this very question, as this will help scientists determine ‘normal’ versus ‘new’ behavior of 
such an insect. This knowledge will help scientist predict its behavior and movements 
which will aid in the eradication of the species.  


Mr. Looney finished his presentation by briefly reviewing the eradication of the Asian 
giant hornet nest that was discovered and removed in October of this year. He noted 
that the nest yielded findings consistent with what they know about this wasps behavior 
and life cycle, and that based on the success and growth of this one nest there is every 
reason to believe this insect could continue to colonize the Pacific Northwest without 
intervention.  


Council members discussed the data that were presented and asked clarifying 
questions. Council members commended WSDA for their outreach and communication 
efforts in sharing trapping information, tracking, and eradication efforts.  


Item 13: BREAK – 1:44pm – 1:50pm  


Item 14: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Fiscal Year 20 and 21 Updates 


Theresa Thom, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (US FWS), provided both a national and 
regional update for some of the projects and priorities of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. She noted that at the national level a new memorandum of understanding on 
rapid response to invasive mussels in western waters has been created and executed. 
She continued by providing updates on the FY 20 projects that have focused on 
containment, prevention, outreach, early detection and research. The next round of 
financial awards for FY 21 are being processed now and will continue through the end of 
January 21, although there is much uncertainty around what the next round of funding 
capacity will look like. She closed her presentation by highlighting the priorities of the 







 


U.S. FWS in the Pacific Northwest which includes identifying future invasive species 
through climate change matching and pathways.  


Board discussed budget challenges and asked clarifying questions.  


Item 15: 2020-2025 Strategic Plan 


Justin Bush, Recreation and Conservation Office, updated the council on the status of 
the statewide strategic plan. Mr. Bush began by outlining the strategic planning process 
that started in the December 2019 meeting. He highlighted many of the various working 
groups and individuals that ultimately were responsible for the successful creation of the 
strategic plan. Once the content was finalized, a graphic designer was enlisted to make 
the report easy to understand for a wide audience, while keeping the necessary 
accomplishments, goals, and content developed by the council.  
 


Motion:  Move to adopt the Council’s 2020-2025 strategic plan with the 
intention of making this document public, with the caveat that 
there may be small minor edits to address errors or clarifications by 
staff and the Chair 


Moved by:  Member Ray Willard 


Seconded by:  Member Todd Murray 


Decision:  Approved   


 
Council members asked clarifying questions and discussed next steps. There was 
consensus about moving forward with a press release and/or social media campaign in 
order to get the word out about the completed plan.  


Item 16: Future Meeting Planning and Closing Remarks 


Chair Joe Maroney, Kalispel Tribe of Indians, opened the floor by asking council 
members for ideas and feedback for agenda topics for the upcoming March 2021 
meeting.  


Member Willard wishes to invite the Washington Coastal Marine Advisory Council to the 
March 2021 council meeting with the goal of learning more about their work and with 
the hopes of collaborating with them in the future.  


Council members discussed how they would like to learn more about the DNR Natural 
Heritage Program—Environmental Protection Agency funded assessment for invasive 
plants. It would be nice if a representative from the National Heritage Program could 
present about their work.  







 


Member Campbell offered to give an update to the council about the work of US 
Department of Agriculture Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service Plant Protection 
and Quarantine. 


Chair Maroney would like Asian giant hornet update if there is new or interesting 
information to share. The council would like to know more about the research they are 
doing, what lessons they learned from the spring and summer, and what we can expect 
to see this coming year.  


Member Stevenson suggested that he and Chair Maroney develop a combined 
presentation on what tribal nations east and west of the Cascade Mountains are doing 
in regard to invasive species response and management. Although he noted the topic 
and timing may be better suited to the June 2021 meeting. 


Member Willard suggested that a speaker review the Public Lands Inventory map that 
the Recreation and Conservation Office has been tasked with creating. Council members 
agreed they would like to learn more about the creation and development of this 
project as it concerns public lands in Washington State.  


Mr. Bush reviewed the process for putting together ideas for an upcoming agenda. He 
encouraged council members to get in contact with him should they think of other ideas 
for future meetings. 


Public comment: no public comment at the time.  


Adjourn: The meeting adjourned at 2:50 PM  
  
The next meeting will be March 18, 2021. *Location and venue subject to change based on 
COVID-19 restrictions and guidance.  








 
 
 
 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


2020 
 Enforcement Program 


Captain Eric Anderson & Sgt. Pam Taylor 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 


 


[WATERCRAFT INSPECTION PROGRAM] 
2020 - Final Report 


 
#ItsNotRuff 


 







WDFW Program overview and brief history:   


In 2005, the Washington State Legislature unequivocally supported the belief that Aquatic 
Invasive Species (AIS) are a major threat to the economy, environment and public health of 
the citizens and aquatic resources of Washington State by passing ESSB 5699. The Bill was 
an effort "to prevent the introduction or spread of highly destructive AIS currently to 
Washington's waters." The legislation concluded that prevention is significantly less 
expensive and causes far less ecological and economical damage than controlling new AIS 
infestations. T he Bi l l  mandated that the Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife (WDFW) 
and Washington State Patrol (WSP) would each have duties related to the enforcement of 
AIS laws. While this Bill was ground- breaking legislation with regards to the prevention of 
AIS introduction by using enforcement as a tool for interdiction, the bill had deficiencies 
concerning authority and funding allocations and these deficiencies needed to be addressed.  
In 2007, with support from WDFW, the Washington State Legislature passed ESSB 5923.  
The new bill now allowed WDFW to have joint access to funds in the AIS enforcement 
account which had been previously managed solely by WSP.  The legislation also clarified 
responsibilities with regards to cooperative enforcement efforts.  It did this by naming 
WDFW as the primary agency with authority to enforce Washington State AIS laws.  ESSB 
5923 also corrected a regulatory gap by granting check station authority to WDFW to 
operate mandatory watercraft inspection stations in effort to interdict AIS.  The AIS program 
is administered through a cooperative agreement between the Washington Department of Fish 
and Wildlife (WDFW) and the Washington State Patrol and is now codified under Chapter 
77.135 RCW.  
 


To develop a successful AIS prevention and enforcement program, it was necessary for 
WDFW to develop a set of core missions to guide this endeavor.  The core missions would 
be used to ensure that activities executed would support the overlying goal of AIS 
prevention and enforcement and were consistent with mandated requirements set forth in 
Washington State AIS Laws.  The core missions support the ideology that prevention of 
AIS introductions are substantially less harmful environmentally and economically than 
trying to contain, control or eradicate an AIS population after it has been established.  The 
following are the core missions: 
Prevent AIS from entering Washington on State- The prevention of AIS from entering into 
Washington State is the cornerstone upon which all WDFW AIS interdiction efforts are to 
be built.  This mission is an expansive effort which must encompass the main pathway of 
AIS spread, which is the overland transport of infected recreational and commercial 
watercraft, watercraft trailers and all associated equipment.  This mission also includes other 
pathways, such as pet trade, commercial aquaculture, live sea food, and live fishing bait 
importation. 
Minimize expansion of established AIS populations in Washington State-Washington 
State has many AIS populations which are established and are expanding their ranges.  
While WDFW has little ability to control expansion by natural means, it is imperative to 
take steps to control the spread of these populations through "human actions." Again, the 
overland transport of infected recreational and commercial watercraft, watercraft trailers, 
and all associated equipment within Washington State is the main pathway.  Additionally, 
illegal transportation of live fish/shellfish, illegal use/release of live bait, illegal fish 







stocking activities, and illegal releases of aquatic pets or live seafood are pathways that need 
to be stopped. 
Develop effective working relationship s with stakeholder group s- Washington State has many 
federal, state, municipal, and private stakeholders who are all affected when an AIS becomes 
introduced and/or established.  These stakeholders are valuable allies in the fight against AIS.  
WDFW will make every effort to seek out these stakeholder groups and incorporate them into 
its AIS prevention activities. 
Promote public knowledge of AIS threats and laws- It   has been proven time after time that an 
educated general public is an effective weapon in stopping AIS introductions and range 
expansions. WDFW will endeavor to educate the general public about AIS threats and laws 
through outreach opportunities. 
Enforce Washington State AIS laws- The number one weapon that WDFW can use against 
AIS is the enforcement of existing AIS laws.  
 


2020 Program Description:  
 The 2020 WDFW Watercraft Inspection Program was a continuation of our 2019 program.  We 
run a “static station” model (similar to the surrounding PNW States).  The Static Station model 
focuses on operating the watercraft inspection stations at fixed locations, with a set operational 
schedule.  Additionally, we supplemented” with concurrent “roving” stations that occurred at 
specific High Use/High Risk bodies of water (boat ramps) within the Columbia River Basin.    
 
The 2020 program again focused on running two (2) stationary inspection stations in Eastern 
WA and Southeastern WA.  The stations were located at; Spokane - Interstate 90 (exit 299) 
WDFW Inspection station & Pasco- WSP Scale #39, Highway 395 (Hwy-395).   These 
locations were strategically selected as they are the main travel routes into the central Columbia 
River Basin from two identified threat areas (Great Lakes Region & Lower Colorado River basin 
reservoirs).  The fixed stations operated; 
 


Spokane (I-90) 
Open Seven (7) days per week 


April, May, September, & October; 7:30am to 8:00pm 
November; 8:00am to 6:00pm 


June, July, & August; 730am to 10:00pm 
 


Plymouth/Pasco (Hwy-395) 
Open Seven (7) days per week 


April, May; Thursday - Sunday 7:00am to 5:00 pm 
June, July, & August; Seven days per week 8:00am to 7:00pm 


September, October & November; Thursday - Sunday 7:00am to 5:00 pm 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 







2017/2018/2019/2020 Inspection Station Information Statistics 
 


Total Number 
of Check 


Station Days 
2017 


Total Number 
of Check 


Station Days 
2018 


Total Number         
of Check Station 


Days 2019 


Total 
Number of 


Check 
Station Days 


2020 
216 469 559 645 


 
 


No. of 
Boats 
Inspected 
2015 


No. of 
Boats 
Inspected 
2017 


No. of 
Boats 
Inspected 
2018 


No. of 
Boats 
Inspected 
2019 


Boats 
Inspected 
In 2020 


993 9,054 24,645 32,502 32,735 
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2019 
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conducted on 
watercraft 
failing to stop 
for check 
station - 2020 


191 686 386 210 
*89 Citations issued, and 121 warnings given (written and verbal)  


 
2020 Successes 
 
Check station operations recorded 654 check station days.  32,735 inspections were conducted. 
25 boats with Z/Q mussels were checked entering the state. It should be noted that out of the 
25 mussel infested boats contacted, 12 of them were found by our inspectors, receiving no 
notifications from any other areas; 109 boats entered the state with standing water from known 
infested areas; 625watercraft were found with aquatic plants attached. 
 







The WDFW AIS Program also trained and certified all staff as WA WID I Inspectors and 
certified five additional WDFW staff members in WA WID II Watercraft Decontamination. 
WDFW also trained and certified 12 National Park Service Personnel (Lake Roosevelt NRA) as 
inspectors and Decontaminators. 
 
The Spokane WDFW Inspection & Education Station broke ground on the inspection site 
improvements and installation of the new “permanent” decontamination unit.  Staff training was 
conducted on the operation of the unit in August and construction was completed in September. 
 
Puddles continues to assist with the inspections and detection of Z/Q on Watercraft, even finding 
mussels on a watercraft that would have been hard for inspectors to locate without her assistance. 
We received notification that the boat was coming to Washington and suspected that there would 
still be mussels somewhere on the boat and Puddles pinpointed a location where the inspectors 
located mussels. She continues to be invaluable to the AIS program in our efforts of education 
and outreach. 
 
The Pasco AIS Inspection Station was moved from Plymouth POE to Scale #49, on Hwy 395, 
north of Pasco.  A new office (shipping container) was purchased and installed to improve the 
inspection area and working conditions of staff. 
 
2020 Challenges 
 
STAFFING/FUNDING  
With current funding levels, WDFW continues to operate at minimal staffing. WDFW relies 
heavily on the WRDDA funding to enable basic operational costs for the viability of the current 
program. As is likely with everyone, WDFW was hit hard by Covid-19.  Stay at home orders, 
Fishing closures and State budget cuts are looming for our future. WDFW had hopes of 
consistent state funding when the legislature passed a $400K AIS Inspection Station Bill that was 
subsequently vetoed by the governor. 
 
FORCED CLOSURES 
Inspection operations were impacted slightly by the Covid-19 closures and restrictions.  
Although the Inspection Stations remain open throughout the pandemic, there were state fishing 
closures and public access restrictions that effected the movements of the boating/watercraft user 
base. 
 
HAZARDOUS AIR QUALITY 
Was another issue that effected AIS Inspection operations.  Both Spokane and Pasco experienced 
several days of Hazardous Air Quality conditions forcing the closure of the inspection stations 
for four days, due to Forest Fire smoke. 
 
CONSTRUCTION 
The Spokane Inspection Station expansion project was completed this season.  Juggling 
construction activities with boater traffic was at times challenging. Intermittent station closures 
were necessary throughout the construction. 
 







 
Goals & Objectives for the 2020 Work Plan Met/Exceeded 
 
In 2020, WDFW requested $500,000 in WRRDA funds, with the overall goal being expansion 
of our existing Watercraft Inspection Program and to continue establishing a consistent 
Inspection Station strategy similar to surrounding states. For the 2021 season, we plan to again 
have re-occurring Inspection Stations at two of our High priority/High Potential Entry points 
into Washington State. Additionally, we plan on opening an inspection station near Cle-Elum 
on I-90 as we have been awarded a two-year operational grant from BOR. 
The two deliverable objectives for the 2020 Work Plan were; 


1) Address Zebra & Quagga Mussel threat to central Columbia River Basin by; Conduct at 
least 400 Mandatory Watercraft Inspection Station (days).  


a. In 2020, we conducted a total of 645 check station days which exceeded our goal 
by 245 days.  WDFW conducted 32,735 inspections which was an increase from 
2019 (but still extremely high considering the challenges of 2020). 
  


WDFW exceeded this objective for this grant cycle. 
 


2) Complete the construction of the Permanent Eastern WA Watercraft 
Inspection/Decontamination Station to be the “Cornerstone” of WDFW AIS efforts in the 
Columbia River Basin; 


a. Utilizing both WA State AIS funds in conjunction with WRRDA Funds we were able to 
maintain operational hours and continue plans to improve the first permanently 
located Watercraft Inspection/Decontamination Station in Washington State.  All 
our Eastern WA AIS prevention efforts will now be based out of this facility.   


WDFW met this objective for this grant cycle. 


Adjustments for 2021  
In 2021, WDFW will again be focused on continuous operation of our two Highway inspection 
stations.  
 
Spokane (I-90) Station operations are now established and very robust so our adjustments for 
that station will be minimal site improvements and updating decontamination 
protocols/procedures due to the installation of the permanent decontamination unit.  
 
 *Plymouth (Hwy-395) Station operations is also established, but not as robust as Spokane. *We 
have moved the location of the Inspection Station to Pasco and installed a new office and 
improved the site and operational structure.  We have added a shipping container style office to 
help establish an maintain a “permanent” type operational appearance. Watercraft entering 
Washington State from Lake Powell and Lake Mead, primarily travel this route.  It is imperative 
to have a check station in the Pasco area to intercept these potentially threatening watercraft 
coming from infected bodies of water.  We plan to continue to update and improve this 
inspection station. 
 
Pilot Project; New Inspection Station, located on I-90 Eastbound near Cle Elum.  Thanks to a 
generous grant from Bureau of Reclamation, we will be focusing on watercraft headed towards 







the Columbia Basin from states to the south and Provinces from North. We plan to evaluate the 
long- term necessity for a third permanent Inspection Station. 
 
Importance of Federal Funding 
The WDFW Watercraft Inspection Program has an annual operational budget that fluctuates 
each year between; $250,000 - $300,000 (amount is dependent of number of WA Boats 
licensed each year and number of WSAPP sold).  Out of the four states within the Columbia 
River Basin, Washington continues to have the lowest funded program for watercraft 
Inspection operations.  The Federal funds are extremely important to WDFW and have allowed 
us to establish continuous watercraft inspection stations thus providing much needed 
protection to the Columbia River Basin and Federal Hydro-Electric facilities within 
Washington State.  
 
 
 
 


 


 


 
 
 
 


 
 
 





		Develop effective working relationship s with stakeholder group s- Washington State has many federal, state, municipal, and private stakeholders who are all affected when an AIS becomes introduced and/or established.  These stakeholders are valuable a...

		Promote public knowledge of AIS threats and laws- It   has been proven time after time that an educated general public is an effective weapon in stopping AIS introductions and range expansions. WDFW will endeavor to educate the general public about AI...

		Enforce Washington State AIS laws- The number one weapon that WDFW can use against AIS is the enforcement of existing AIS laws.
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SPOKANE – With Feb. 22-28 declared
Invasive Species Awareness Week


(h�ps://invasivespecies.wa.gov/projects/invasive-species-awareness-week/) by Washington Governor Jay Inslee, the
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Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) is pleased to announce that a new watercraft inspection
Station will open near Cle Elum in mid-March.


The station is located just off Exit 80 on Interstate 90 and will focus on inspecting watercraft travelling
eastbound into the central Columbia River basin. This new inspection station will enhance WDFW’s
efforts to combat Aquatic Invasive Species and protect the central portion of the Columbia River from
non-native, fast-spreading species like zebra and quagga mussels. 


“Eastbound I-90 is one of the most heavily traveled routes for out-of-state watercraft entering into the
Basin,” said WDFW Police Sgt. Pam Taylor. ”The location was strategically selected for the ability to
intercept watercraft bound for the basin that utilize I-5 entering Washington from Oregon and heading
northbound, and those entering Washington from Canada heading southbound.”  


More than 200 invasive species are known to be present in Washington (https://wdfw.wa.gov/get-
involved/educational-resources/invasive-species). The state’s economy, recreation, values, culture,
and native species are threatened by these damaging plants and animals. For example, hydroelectric
dams and irrigation infrastructure would be at great risk should invasive quagga or zebra mussels
become established in Washington’s waters. The Northwest is the last region in the United States that
remains mussel-free. The projected cost of controlling a Zebra/Quagga mussel infestation
(https://wdfw.wa.gov/publications/01837) in the Pacific Northwest if they were to become
established here is $500 million annually 


All watercraft (from powerboats to paddleboards) are required by law to stop for a quick check at
watercraft inspection stations when initially passing into Washington from another state or country. 


“With the volume of watercraft crossing through the state in the Cle Elum area, this new check station
is a big victory in the fight against aquatic invasive species,” said Capt. Eric Anderson, with WDFW
Police. “We are extremely grateful to the Bureau of Reclamation for seeing the importance of this
station and providing funding for it. We wouldn’t have been able to do it without their partnership.” 


More information on Aquatic Invasive Species is available on the WDFW website (h�ps://wdfw.wa.gov/species-


habitats/invasive) and a list of Invasive Species Awareness Week events can be found on the Washington
Invasive Species Council site (h�ps://invasivespecies.wa.gov/projects/invasive-species-awareness-


week/#:~:text=In%20conjunc�on%20with%20Na�onal%20Invasive%20Species%20Awareness%20Week%2C,awareness%20and


WDFW is the state agency tasked with preserving, protecting and perpetuating fish, wildlife and ecosystems,
while providing sustainable fishing, hunting and other outdoor recreation opportunities.


Individuals who need to receive this information in an alternative format, language, or who need reasonable
accommodations to participate in WDFW-sponsored public meetings or other activities may contact the Title
VI/ADA Compliance Coordinator by phone at 360-902-2349, TTY (711), or email (Title6@dfw.wa.gov
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(mailto:Title6@dfw.wa.gov)). For more information, see https://wdfw.wa.gov/accessibility/requests-
accommodation (/accessibility/requests-accommodation).
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AGENDA 
Upper Columbia United Tribes: Regional Northern Pike Forum 
February 17, 2021 
9 AM to 12 PM Pacific  
 
9:00 AM Welcome and kick-off 


• Welcome  
• Review purpose of event and desired outcomes  
• Agenda and pre-forum survey responses  
• Online meeting room orientation 


 
9:15 AM Technical perspectives: learning about and managing invasive Northern Pike  


• Current distribution  
• Lessons, successes, and challenges 
• Short and long-term risks  
• Questions, answers, and ideas 


 
10:05 AM Break  


 
10:10 AM Policy perspectives: opportunities, challenges and questions 


• Different or conflicting management objectives and regulations 
• Public education and constituencies 
• Policy challenges and opportunities 
• Questions, answers, and ideas 


 
11:00 AM A call to action: what’s been done and where are we going  


• What has been done to date 
• 2021 and beyond 


o Policy 
o Technical 
o Education and communication  


• Next steps 
 


11:50 AM Closing thoughts  
 


12:00 PM Adjourn 
 


 








Natural Resources Building 
P.O. Box 40917 
Olympia, WA 98504-0917 


1111 Washington St. S.E. 
Olympia, WA 98501 


STATE OF WASHINGTON 


RECREATION AND CONSERVATION OFFICE 


(360) 902-3000
TTY: (800) 833-6388
Fax: (360) 902-3026


E-mail: Info@rco.wa.gov
Web site: www.rco.wa.gov


January 11, 2020 


Robert Compton 
Northwest Region Regional Office 
U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs  
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Portland, OR 97232-4169 
Submitted via E-Mail only.  


Mr. Robert Compton: 


On behalf of the Washington Invasive Species Council, I am writing to express strong support for the Upper 
Columbia United Tribes (UCUT) application for funding to regionally address northern pike through a forum. 
Beyond support, I am also conveying our commitment to supplementing your funding with in-kind or cash 
contributions from the council due to the critical importance and immediate need to perform this work.  


The Washington State Legislature established the Washington Invasive Species Council in 2006 to develop and 
implement a strategic approach to prevent and control invasive species that threaten Washington’s 
environment and economy. One such harmful species that has established itself in several areas of the state 
and threatens the anadromous waters of the Columbia River and its tributaries, including the Snake River, is 
northern pike (Esox lucius). Northern pike is one of the top priority invasive species in the State of 
Washington. We are also in critically important point in time where the spread could be stopped, or localized 
eradication of pioneering populations could occur with well-coordinated and executed response actions.  


The UCUT organization and five federally recognized tribes in Washington and Idaho are in a unique position 
to coordinate and ensure knowledge transfer as they were first impacted by northern pike. Sharing this 
information with Canadian, state of Oregon and Washington, and local organizations upstream and 
downstream is important to building regional capacity and capabilities as northern pike spread closer to the 
anadromous portion of the Columbia River—risking a multimillion dollar annual tribal, commercial, and sport 
fishery; in addition to hundreds of millions of dollars invested in habitat and species recovery. 


In summary, the Washington Invasive Species Council strongly supports your funding of this application. 
Please contact me at justin.bush@rco.wa.gov or 360-902-3088 with any questions you may have regarding our 
support of this project.   


Justin D. Bush, Executive Coordinator 
Washington Invasive Species Council



mailto:Info@rco.wa.gov










EUROPEAN GREEN CRAB
2021 REGIONAL STAKEHOLDER/PARTNER MEETING


DATE: February 18, 2020


TIME: 01:00PM – 4:00PM


REMOTE ACCESS (WEBINAR):


https://zoom.us/j/95150441520?pwd=aWh5V1F4NVpXSHRrTFowWXZWb2tOQT09


OBJECTIVES: To share information and gain an understanding of the current status of European


green crab in Washington State. To provide information on the structural landscape of the


management of green crab and plans for 2021 and beyond. To gather management personnel


to inquire about future meetings with regards to management plan coordination.


Panelists for Q&A:


Allen Pleus & Chelsey Buffington – Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife


Emily Grason, Kate Litle, & Alex Stote – Washington Sea Grant


P. Sean McDonald – University of Washington


Adrianne Akmajian – Makah Tribe


Lorenz Sollmann – FWS, Washington Maritime National Wildlife Refuge Complex


Karl Mueller & Nick Jefferson – Lummi Nation


Neil Harrington – Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe


Bill Dewey – Taylor Shellfish


Roger Fuller – Padilla Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve


Ed Darcher – Pacific County Vegetation Management


Pre-Meeting Materials:


EGC Background Information Flyer


Part 1: WA State European green crab management and status update


1:00 Welcome – 5 mins – Alexis Haifley


1:05 Structural Landscape – 15 mins – Allen Pleus/Chelsey Buffington


1:20 Green Crab 2020 Status – 30 mins – Emily Grason/P. Sean McDonald


1:50 Capacity Building/Getting Involved – 10 mins – Chelsey Buffington


2:00 Q&A – 30 minutes


2:30 – 2:45 Wrap up main session/15-minute break


Part 2: Management Coordination 2021


2:45 – 4:00 Field operations, requests, needs, concerns, and future regional meetings.



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fzoom.us%2Fj%2F95150441520%3Fpwd%3DaWh5V1F4NVpXSHRrTFowWXZWb2tOQT09&data=04%7C01%7CChelsey.Buffington%40dfw.wa.gov%7C808845f516ef4931dd7108d8bcc9293b%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637466919443497254%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=J%2B1MxdIPbrRYSQMDf6YwLTKdOAsI8cuTQZIOeaI00ZQ%3D&reserved=0
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Contact Us 
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Letter from the Chair 


It has been my great honor to serve as council chair these past 3 years and to oversee some of 


the most critical and productive work this group has accomplished to date. In my experience 


and observation, the Washington Invasive Species Council is one of the best examples of 


functional and effective government. I would like to thank everyone for literally pulling together 


on one of the most important environmental issues facing us now and in the future. 


Building on the solid foundation of the council’s two statewide invasive species strategies 


directing our activities since 2006, we have pushed the limits of what the council and partners 


can do, such as holding the first-of-its-kind, on-the-ground exercise to practice invasive mussel 


response; leveraging the public and mobilizing statewide awareness and data collection; and 


leading the development of regional and national policy. By uniting the efforts of all 


organizations around shared issues, we have moved forward successfully and reached success 


as one united front. This unified approach and messaging is the foundation for creating a 


culture of environmental stewardship here in Washington State. 


During the past 2 years, the composition of the council has changed in a handful of ways as 


council members have departed for other ventures. We said goodbye to Bill Tweit (past council 


chair representing the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife), Lieutenant Commander 


Luke Woods (U.S. Coast Guard), John Gamon (Washington Department of Natural Resources), 


Anna Lyon (Okanogan County), and Pat DeHaan (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service). The leadership 


of these members will be missed as the council continues in their absence and we wish them 


the absolute best. The council also welcomed the Honorable Ron Anderson (Yakima County 


commissioner), Blain Reeves (council vice chair representing Washington Department of 


Natural Resources), Andrea Thorpe (Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission), and 


Allen Pleus (Washington State Department Fish and Wildlife). 


This biennium we once again were able to leverage federal funds to be able to hire additional 


staff to work on our behalf. Brianna Widner served as a community outreach and 


environmental education specialist in 2018 and 2019, leading our work to develop school 


curriculum, implement adult educational workshops, and help with a rapid response training 


exercise at Lake Roosevelt. With Brianna’s departure, we were able to promote Alexis Haifley 


into that role and she has steadily grown our outreach portfolio. We were assisted by two 


interns this biennium: Sophie Love, who contributed to our new Web site and was the lead for 







 


 


2 
Washington Invasive Species Council 
2019-2021 Biennial Report 


our first statewide prevention art contest, and Daphne Condon, who facilitated the 


development of our rapid response best practices and a framework that will forever benefit our 


operations. We thank our dedicated and wonderful staff for the immense contributions made 


in our name. 


The council is entering a new phase as it begins implementation of its third statewide strategy. 


We feel that the stakes are higher than ever before. New challenges and unanticipated 


problems pose a higher risk to Washington’s environment, economy, and way of life than ever 


before. The collaborative efforts of the council, our partners, and everyone in Washington and 


beyond are critical to saving millions, if not billions of dollars every year. 


This report summarizes the council’s key achievements this past biennium. It also summarizes 


the final year of my leadership as council chair. Filling this role has been one of the highlights of 


my 35-year career with the Washington State Department of Transportation. I value each and 


every relationship and I could not be more proud of our work. 


 


Ray Willard, PLA 


Chair 
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At-A-Glance 


Invasive species are non-native organisms that cause 


economic or environmental harm and are capable of 


spreading to new areas of the state. Invasive species harm 


Washington State’s landscapes, ecosystems, agriculture, 


commerce, recreation, and sometimes human health. The 


damages from invasive species translate into economic losses 


for communities and businesses. 


Quick Facts 


• Invasive species can damage both the environment 


and the economy. From habitat, to agriculture, to five 


types of infrastructure–power, water, transportation, 


development, and military readiness–every aspect of 


our world is at risk. 


• More than 200 invasive species are known to be 


present in Washington. Focusing only on 22, we know 


that $1.2 billion annually is at risk if there is no 


prevention or management. 


• Of all potentially impacted sectors, dams and 


irrigation are most at risk. If aquatic invasive species, 


such as quagga or zebra mussels, establish in Washington’s waters, it will cost at least 


$100 million a year to keep water flowing. This does not include potentially irrevocable 


impacts to fishing and habitat. 


• The council’s reporting and notification tools, such as its app (WA Invasives) and Web 


site (InvasiveSpecies.wa.gov) provide quick response to invasive species detections. 


These systems are efficient, effective, and provide the greatest opportunity to stop 


invasive species. 


VISION 


The vision of the council is 


to sustain Washington's 


human, plant, and animal 


communities and our 


thriving economy by 


preventing the introduction 


and spread of harmful 


invasive species. 


The council works to 


achieve this vision by 


providing policy-level 


direction, planning, and 


coordination that will 


empower those engaged in 


the prevention, detection, 


and eradication of invasive 


species. 
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Introduction 


The Legislature created the Washington Invasive Species Council in 2006 to reduce risks to 


Washington’s economy and environment. The council is a partnership of tribal, local, state, and 


federal governments, as well as private sector and non-governmental interests. The council 


provides policy-level direction, planning, and coordination support to the various public and 


private entities managing invasive species prevention and response throughout Washington 


State. 


In 2016, the Washington State Legislature voted to continue the council for 6 years with a 


sunset date of June 30, 2022. The council develops and maintains various tools critical to the 


management of invasive species in Washington State. The council writes and implements a 


statewide invasive species strategic plan, maintains the state’s list of priority invasive species, 


manages the state’s invasive species reporting system, and maintains the state’s Web site: 


InvasiveSpecies.wa.gov. 


After 7 years of implementing its original strategy, Invaders at the Gate, the council recognized 


a need to update its statewide strategic plan. In 2015, the council adopted its second strategic 


plan, which identified new objectives and specific actions within five areas of work. This revised 


plan provided new priorities and policy direction and formalized the council’s commitment to 


working towards the common goal of preventing the introduction and spread of invasive 


species in Washington State. 


In 2018, the council completed implementation of the 2015 strategic plan’s work plan and 


developed a work plan for 2018-2020 that built upon the success of the prior plan. This biennial 


report summarizes the activities achieved during the final 2 years of the 2015 strategy. These 


areas of work include the following: 


• Leadership and Coordination 


• Prevention 


• Education and Outreach 


• Early Detection and Rapid Response 


• Containment, Control, and Eradication 



https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/2008InvasiveSpeciesStrategy.pdf

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/2015invasivespeciesstrategy.pdf

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/2015invasivespeciesstrategy.pdf

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/WISCStrategicPlan.pdf
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Leadership and Coordination 


Leveraging Federal Funds and Partnering with Organizations 


In the 2019-2021 biennium, the council leveraged more than $380,000 in federal funds, which 


would not have been otherwise directed to Washington. With federal funding, the council 


launched interagency initiatives to provide invasive species workshops statewide, developed a 


first detector network of trained citizen scientists, and prepared for detections of new invasive 


species such as urban forest pests or aquatic invasive species like quagga and zebra mussels. 


Western Invasive Species Council 


In 2019, western governors launched the Western Invasive Species Council to enhance 


coordination between state invasive species councils, improve communication and 


collaboration on regional biosecurity and invasive species control efforts, and advocate for 


regional needs at the federal level. Governors of 17 western states and territories appointed 


members to the western council, including executive coordinator Justin Bush to represent the 


state of Washington. 


The western council initiated several projects including development of a transboundary action 


plan to address movement of feral swine from Canada into the United States and the 


development of a toolkit for successfully managing invasive 


grasses in the West. The spread of invasive annual grasses–


such as cheatgrass, medusahead, and ventenata–is causing 


major damage to western working lands. To date, many 


control efforts have been reactive, focusing on highly 


infested areas where control is more expensive and less likely 


to succeed. The toolkit contains new best management 


practices for the identification, protection, and expansion of 


regions with relatively low or no annual grass invasion. It also 


contains new map information that compiles federal data to 


help state and local managers assess invasive grasses, while 


also offering opportunities to identify cross-boundary 


collaborative projects. 



https://westgov.org/news/article/governors-appoint-members-to-wgas-new-western-invasive-species-council

https://westgov.org/news/article/wga-introduces-toolkit-for-invasive-grass-management-in-the-west
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Washington Invasive Species Council 
2019-2021 Biennial Report 


New Emphasis on Cities and Readiness for Forest Pests 


In 2019, the council explored the unique challenges faced by cities as they try to prevent and 


stop invasive species. The council held a forum in March 2019, with panelists from the cities of 


Bellingham, Seattle, and Portland (Oregon) to discuss challenges and identify opportunities for 


the council to help fill gaps and improve cities’ abilities to address invasive species. 


To respond to this feedback, and aided by funding from the 


U.S. Department of Agriculture Animal and Plant Health 


Inspection Service Plant Protection and Quarantine, the 


council initiated and finished a new collaborative project in 


2019 to improve response readiness for detections of new 


urban forest pests. The resulting playbook is a tool to prepare 


communities for potential pest outbreaks through self-


assessments and recommended actions. The purpose is to 


close the gap in readiness and response capabilities between 


community leaders managing urban forests and state and 


federal responders. 


This work will continue with funding provided by the U.S. Forest Service’s Urban and 


Community Forestry Program, administered through the Washington State Department of 


Natural Resources Urban and Community Forestry Program. For the next 3 years, a series of 


seminars, workshops, new planning and response resources, and a statewide summit will be 


made available to further increase municipal readiness to new invasive species. 


Pest Response Exercises and Port Interception Preparedness 


In 2019, the council participated in a bi-state functional and 


full-scale response exercise organized by the U.S. Department 


of Agriculture that simulated the detection and response to 


spotted lanternfly in northern Oregon and southern 


Washington. In these exercises, the U.S. Department of 


Agriculture, Washington State Department of Agriculture, and 


Oregon Department of Agriculture exercised response plans to 


limit, stop the spread, and begin management activities. The 


exercise involved a bi-state incident command structure and 


was critical to ensuring efficient and effective response to a 


new cross-jurisdictional pest. 



https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/projects/pest-ready/

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/projects/pest-ready/
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Building upon this successful work, in 2020, the council initiated a bi-state work group to 


develop an incident action plan and other template resources for use when an invasive species 


is intercepted at ports in Washington and Oregon. With assistance from the U.S. Department of 


Agriculture and Washington State Department of Agriculture, a working group consisting of U.S. 


Customs and Border Protection, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Oregon Department of 


Agriculture, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, and Washington State Department of Fish 


and Wildlife are working together to improve readiness with a goal of exercising the incident 


action plan in future years. 


Capacity and Capabilities Surveys 


Through the work with cities and tribes to increase preparedness and readiness for new 


invasive species introductions, the council launched a specific initiative to reinforce existing 


partnerships with tribes and municipalities as well as create new partnerships. The council 


worked collaboratively with Washington State University to develop and launch a needs 


assessment for tribes and cities across Washington. In early 2021, the council will analyze 


responses and hold workshops with both cities and tribes to further discuss responses. These 


activities will inform both short- and long-term actions of the council to assist these 


jurisdictions to better prevent and stop invasive species. 


Prevention 


Mandatory Watercraft Inspection Stations 


In 2015, the Legislature requested that the council lead an advisory committee process to 


develop recommendations on long-term funding for aquatic invasive species management and 


prevention in Washington. The committee included 


members from industries including recreational 


boating, commercial shipping, and aquaculture, as 


well as local government, tribal government, power 


producers, irrigators, and environmental groups. 


These recommendations were the basis for 


Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 5303 in the 2017 


legislative session, which was signed into law 


effective October 19, 2017. 
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Washington Invasive Species Council 
2019-2021 Biennial Report 


Since then, state funds from the Legislature and federal funds from the U.S. Army Corps of 


Engineers and U.S. Bureau of Reclamation were used by the Washington Department of Fish 


and Wildlife to open two mandatory boat inspection stations at the Spokane and Plymouth 


Ports of Entry. With this additional funding, the department has steadily built up operations, 


which led to the best year on record in 2019. In 2019, the aquatic invasive species staff 


inspected more than 32,000 watercrafts, a 31 percent increase from 2018. About one-third of 


the watercraft came from known infested waters in other states, 18 were carrying invasive 


mussels, and 1,200 vessels failed to meet clean–drain–dry requirements. In 2020, there were 


significant challenges due to COVID-19 


issues, but the department adapted and 


overcame. In 2020, the aquatic invasive 


species staff once again inspected more 


than 32,000 boats with almost one-third 


coming from waters in other states known 


to have infestations. In total, 25 vessels 


with invasive mussels, 632 with aquatic 


plants, and 168 with standing water in 


some part of the boat were intercepted 


and decontaminated. 


Mussel-sniffing Dog “Puddles” Joins Fight Against Invasive Species 


In 2017, the U.S. Department of Interior launched initiatives to collaborate with western 


governors, and federal, state, and tribal agencies to protect the West from the economic and 


ecological threats posed by quagga and zebra mussels. This initiative culminated in a national 


strategy titled Safeguarding the West from Invasive Species: Actions to Strengthen Federal, 


State, and Tribal Coordination to Address Invasive Mussels, which outlined actions and funding 


for federal agencies. The council and Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife collaborated 


with the Governor’s Office to develop a set of projects to seek funding from the U.S. 


Department of Interior’s Bureau of Reclamation. 


With federal funding, the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife trained and deployed 


Puddles, a 2-year-old Jack Russell terrier mix that uses her keen sense of smell to help detect 


quagga and zebra mussel larvae on boats traveling through mandatory watercraft inspection 


stations. Puddles was a rescue dog surrendered to a shelter in Fresno, California where she 


caught the attention of the Green Dog Project’s “Rescued for a Reason” program. 



https://www.doi.gov/sites/doi.gov/files/uploads/safeguarding_the_west_from_invasive_species.pdf

https://www.doi.gov/sites/doi.gov/files/uploads/safeguarding_the_west_from_invasive_species.pdf

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/2019/05/16/mussel-sniffing-dog-puddles-joins-fight-against-invasive-species/

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/2019/05/16/mussel-sniffing-dog-puddles-joins-fight-against-invasive-species/
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Empowering Boaters to Decontaminate Watercraft 


With funding provided by the Washington 


Recreation and Conservation Office’s Boating 


Facilities Program, commercial-grade watercraft 


decontamination units have been installed in 


Ephrata and Spokane. With these important 


facilities, if invasive mussel-fouled boats are 


found at inspection stations, there is equipment 


that will kill the mussels and decontaminate the 


vessel. 


In addition to these key decontamination units, the council and Washington Department of Fish 


and Wildlife received funding in 2020 from the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation to purchase four 


clean–drain–dry decontaminate devices, which are a new type of decontamination system that 


allows boaters and recreationists to prevent the transport and movement of aquatic invasive 


species such as noxious weeds and other types of organisms that may hitch a ride on watercraft 


and equipment. The council facilitated an interagency process to determine locations for these 


pilot systems and how to collect data on their use, which will inform a statewide strategy to 


deploy additional units statewide. 


Education and Outreach 


In the past 2 years, the council issued 12 news releases, led or participated in 53 events 


statewide or regionally, and reached 1,365,251 people via social media, 316,802 people via 


Web site visits, and 10,041 people via events. 


Event Map 
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Educating People Though the Web Site 


The council launched an all new Web site InvasiveSpecies.wa.gov in November 2019, achieving 


the goal of making its public face more modern, more accessible, and more compatible with 


different-sized electronic devices. The council last 


updated the look and functionality of its Web site 


about 10 years ago. In moving to the new site, the 


council combined two invasive species Web sites 


(InvasiveSpecies.wa.gov and Wise.wa.gov) into one, 


switched platforms to WordPress, and changed the 


way the new sites are maintained. 


Engaging People Through Social Media 


Social Media 
Platform Name Reach % Change this Biennium 


Facebook @WAInvasiveSpeciesCouncil 586,863  + 81% (323,369) 


Twitter @WAInvasives 651,949  + 525% (104,260) 


Instagram @WA_invasivespeciescouncil 101,828  -4% (106,335) 


 


Educating Through News Releases 


The news releases below resulted in more than 80 


articles, radio broadcasts, and TV news features on 


invasive species. 


• 70th Annual Statewide Weed and Invasive 


Species Conference Set for Nov. 3-6  


(October 10, 2020) 


• Public Asked to Check Trees for Invasive 


Species in August (July 31, 2020) 


• Public Asked to Protect Honey Bees by Reporting Sightings of the Invasive Asian Giant 


Hornet (July 1, 2020) 


• Scotch Broom Census Set for May (April 28, 2020) 



https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/2020/10/06/washington-weed-and-invasive-species-conference/

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/2020/10/06/washington-weed-and-invasive-species-conference/

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/2020/07/27/2020-august-tree-check-month/

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/2020/07/27/2020-august-tree-check-month/

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/2020/07/01/reporting-asian-giant-hornet/

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/2020/07/01/reporting-asian-giant-hornet/

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/2020/04/28/the-great-scotch-broom-census/
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• Governor Inslee Highlights Need to Prevent and Stop Invasive Species  


(February 19, 2020) 


• State Bolsters its Defense Against Urban Forest Pests with New Guidelines (November 


19, 2019) 


• Federal, State, and Tribal Governments Join Forces to Practice Emergency Response 


Should Invasive Mussels Infest Washington Waters  


(October 10, 2019) 


• State Asks Residents to Check Trees for Invasive Pests in August (August 7, 2019) 


• Public Invited to Submit Art to Highlight the Dangers of Releasing Pets and Plants into 


the Wild (July 17, 2019) 


• Mussel-sniffing Dog “Puddles” Joins Fight Against Invasive Species (May 16, 2019) 


• Tribal, State and Local Governments Join Forces at Lake Roosevelt to Combat Northern 


Pike, Save Salmon (May 6, 2019) 


• Gov. Inslee Highlights Need to Stop Invasive Species with Awareness Week  


(February 21, 2019) 


First Detector Network Expands to Youth 


After working closely with stakeholders, the council identified a gap in invasive species 


outreach and education–messaging was focused almost 


exclusively toward adults. Once the council identified the need, it 


awarded funding from the U.S. Department of Agriculture Plant 


Protection Act, to create and implement an invasive species 


school curriculum geared toward middle school students. With 


the expertise and assistance of the Pacific Education Institute, the 


council developed an invasive species-based curriculum that 


follows Next Generation Science Standards. This curriculum not 


only introduces the topic and importance of invasive species, but 


also walks students through different ecological concepts such as 


competition, ecosystem disturbance, human impacts on the 


environment, and more, in six different lessons. 



https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/2020/02/19/governor-inslee-highlights-need-to-prevent-and-stop-invasive-species/

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/2019/11/19/state-bolsters-its-defense-against-urban-forest-pests-with-new-guidelines/

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/2019/10/10/federal-state-and-tribal-governments-join-forces-to-practice-emergency-response/

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/2019/10/10/federal-state-and-tribal-governments-join-forces-to-practice-emergency-response/

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/2019/08/07/state-asks-residents-to-check-trees-for-invasive-pests-in-august/

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/2019/07/17/public-invited-to-submit-art-to-highlight-the-dangers-of-releasing-pets-and-plants-into-the-wild/

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/2019/07/17/public-invited-to-submit-art-to-highlight-the-dangers-of-releasing-pets-and-plants-into-the-wild/

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/2019/05/16/mussel-sniffing-dog-puddles-joins-fight-against-invasive-species/

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/2019/05/06/tribal-state-and-local-governments-join-forces-at-lake-roosevelt-to-combat-northern-pike-save-salmon/

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/2019/05/06/tribal-state-and-local-governments-join-forces-at-lake-roosevelt-to-combat-northern-pike-save-salmon/

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/2019/02/21/gov-inslee-highlights-need-to-stop-invasive-species-with-awareness-week/
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Once the curriculum was completed, focus shifted to training teachers around the state to use 


the materials. Starting in 2019 and continuing through 2020, the council hosted several teacher 


workshops. In August 2020 alone, more than 60 educators attended virtual workshop. 


Feedback was overwhelmingly positive, with many educators identifying the need for STEM-


based (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) curriculums that students can do at home 


as the virtual learning environment has continued into the 2020 school year. 


The council hopes to continue this great work by revising the curriculum to make it appropriate 


for elementary students, while continuing the middle school educator workshops that have 


been such a success in spreading awareness about the program. 


Statewide Conference 


Since 2016, the council has held various regional workshops bringing together managers of 


invasive species to share new information and best practices. Building upon the initial 


successful model piloted in the Columbia River 


Gorge National Scenic Area, uniting managers 


from Washington and Oregon, the council also 


has held workshops bringing together managers 


from northwest Washington and southern 


British Columbia, as well as southeast 


Washington and western Idaho. 


In 2020, coinciding with the launch of the 2020-2025 statewide strategy, the council partnered 


with the Washington Vegetation Management Association to hold the first-ever statewide 


invasive species conference. The partnership 


ensured that the Washington Weed Conference 


continued for its 70th year but expanded in 


scope to include invasive species for the first 


time. Over 4 days, more than 1,100 individuals 


participated in the statewide conference. 



https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/educational-materials/teacher-curriculum/

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjYJiZuq3RP-vfVPnY_P95Or975akXO0O
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Early Detection and Rapid Response 


Lake Roosevelt Invasive Mussel Response Exercise 


Invasive quagga and zebra mussels are small, nonnative, freshwater mollusks that, if 


established, could cost more than $100 million each year in Washington just to keep the state’s 


power and water infrastructure running. 


The council facilitated the first, on-the-ground 


exercise in the Columbia River basin to prepare 


for an infestation of quagga and zebra mussels. 


The practice scenario brought together 59 


responders from 15 organizations and two 


counties to test containment and perform a 


mock treatment, inspect and decontaminate 


boats, and perform monitoring by skilled divers, 


dogs, and scientists. 


Agencies involved in the practice response effort 


included the Washington Department of Fish and 


Wildlife, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, National 


Park Service, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. 


Coast Guard Auxiliary, and other state 


environmental and natural resource agencies 


through the council. In total, the exercise 


brought together 15 organizations, including the 


Alberta government, a regional emergency 


management district from British Columbia, the Spokane Tribe of Indians, and the 


Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation. 


TVW produced a video summarizing the exercise, in addition to a council-produced interactive 


story map, photo album, and after-action report. 


 



https://youtu.be/A4GFvLUKOBI

https://wa-rco.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=9808acca010e459abf3d048863806e28

https://wa-rco.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=9808acca010e459abf3d048863806e28

https://www.flickr.com/photos/186110730@N02/

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Web-version-of-FINAL-AAR-document-REDUCED.pdf
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Response Best Practices Report 


In 2019 and 2020, Daphne Condon, a student at the Huxley 


College of the Environment at Western Washington 


University, performed a global review of peer-reviewed 


publications and government-produced response plans 


related to invasive species response and management. 


Through this research and analysis, best practices for 


invasive species emergency response were develop and 


validated with an interagency team of subject matter 


experts. Furthermore, Daphne Condon and the council 


developed a framework for any type of invasive species 


response, which will function as a baseline for responding to 


unanticipated invasive species or for the development of 


new species-specific response plans. The report is available at InvasiveSpecies.wa.gov and 


recorded Webinar has been published online. 


Interagency Federal Swine Response Plan and Transboundary Plan 


Feral swine are descendants of escaped or released pigs and are highly destructive and 


potentially dangerous animals. Their spread is blamed for an estimated $1.5 billion in damage 


to crops, wildlife, and the environment nationwide. These swine can carry more than  


30 diseases and parasites that pose a threat to livestock and humans, including swine 


brucellosis and pseudorabies. Feral swine tend to forage in areas around streams, and their 


trampling and destructive rooting behavior–often compared 


to rototilling–causes erosion, spread of noxious weeds, loss 


of crops, and harm to fish habitat. 


In September 2020, the council completed a process to 


update and improve the Washington State Interagency Feral 


Swine Response Plan. Since 2015, the U.S. Department of 


Agriculture Wildlife Services, the Washington State 


Department of Agriculture, Washington Department of Fish 


and Wildlife, and council have worked together to eradicate 


feral swine and successfully ensure that there are no known 


populations of feral swine in our state. 



https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Early-Detection-and-Rapid-Response-Best-Practices-Report.pdf

https://youtu.be/9bl3uZYMK_k

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Interagency-Feral-Swine-Response-Plan.pdf

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Interagency-Feral-Swine-Response-Plan.pdf
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Containment, Control, and Eradication 


Northern Pike Outreach and Policy Tool 


Northern pike is an aggressive, invasive fish that 


threatens salmon and steelhead populations in 


the Columbia River. The spread of this top-level 


predator into salmon habitat has the potential 


for catastrophic consequences and could undo 


years of salmon recovery efforts. The council 


partnered with the Northwest Power and 


Conservation Council to develop and launch a 


Web tool to raise awareness and track the 


spread of northern pike. 


To further prepare for incursion into the anadromous zone, the Washington Department of Fish 


and Wildlife has developed a rapid response plan. The plan outlines a process for requesting 


emergency measures and protocols for collaboration in responding to any northern pike 


detected. 


Scotch Broom Census 


Throughout May 2020, the council, state agencies, and researchers called for a census to help 


determine the location of Scotch broom throughout Washington and Oregon. While relatively 


widespread, specific information was not well documented in either state. Throughout the 


course of the census, more than 780 Scotch broom reports were made through the Washington 


Invasives app and more than 320 reports were received via iNaturalist. The information from 


the census will help set short- and long-term action plans. The census culminated with the 


council and a consortium of partnering organizations holding a 3-day Scotch broom ecology and 


management symposium attended by 680 people. 



https://pike.nwcouncil.org/

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/projects/scotch-broom-2020/

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/projects/scotch-broom-2020/
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Looking Forward 


We Can Do This. We Will Do This. 


The council has developed and released an ambitious 5-year strategy to prevent and stop 


invasive species. Achievements during the next 5 years will build on the prior accomplishments 


of the council. The council has made much progress since 2006, but more is needed. We know 


how to stop invasive species and we will stop invasive species. We invite you to join us next 


biennium as we continue this important work. 
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The council is comprised of members from state, federal, local, 
regional, and tribal government agencies; non-governmental 
organizations; and industry groups. The council meets quarterly and 
provides a venue for regular communication among its members, 
partners, and the public. This ongoing coordination results in 
consistent statewide priorities, efficient management approaches, 
and common messaging to prevent the introduction and spread of 
invasive species in Washington State.


Chelan Public Utility District | Shaun Seaman
Columbia Land Trust | Ian Sinks
Kalispel Tribe of Indians | Joe Maroney, Chair
King County | Steve Burke
Northwest Power and Conservation Council | Kendall Farley
Puget Sound Partnership | Todd Hass
Stillaguamish Tribe of Indians | Pat Stevenson
U.S. Coast Guard | Vacant
U.S. Customs and Border Protection |  


Trade Supervisor and Operations Manager
U.S. Department of Agriculture | Clinton Campbell
U.S. Department of the Interior | Heidi McMaster
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service | Pat DeHaan
U.S. Forest Service | Karen Ripley
Washington State Department of Agriculture | Brad White
Washington State Department of Ecology | Lizbeth Seebacher
Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife | Allen Pleus
Washington State Department of Natural Resources |  


Blain Reeves, Vice Chair
Washington State Department of Transportation |  


Ray Willard, Immediate Past Chair
Washington State Noxious Weed Control Board | Mary Fee
Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission |  


Andrea Thorpe
Washington State University | Todd Murray
Yakima County | Ron Anderson
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S Staff
Justin Bush 
Executive Coordinator


Alexis Haifley 
Community Education and  
Environmental Education Specialist


Street Address 
1111 Washington St. S.E.  
Olympia, WA 98501


Mailing Address 
PO Box 40917  
Olympia, WA 98504-0917


Telephone 
360-704-0973


E-mail 
InvasiveSpecies@rco.wa.gov 


Find Us Online
Web Site 
InvasiveSpecies.wa.gov


Facebook 
facebook.com/
WAInvasiveSpeciesCouncil/


YouTube  
youtube.com/channel/ 
UCXoDMajDN-kbUoqdbACV9jA


Twitter 
twitter.com/WAinvasives


Instagram 
instagram.com/ 
wa_invasivespeciescouncil/ 


 


Administrative services are provided  
by the Recreation and Conservation 
Office (rco.wa.gov).


If you need this information in  
an alternative format, please call  
360-902-3000 or TDD 800-833-6388.
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 Mission
 The council provides policy level 


direction, planning, and coordination  
that will:


• Empower those engaged in the    
 prevention, detection, and eradication of   
 invasive species.


• Include a strategic plan designed to build   
 upon local, state, and regional efforts,   
 while serving as a forum for invasive   
 species education and communication.


 Vision
 Sustaining Washington’s human, plant, 


and animal communities and our thriving 
economy by preventing the introduction 
and spread of harmful invasive species.


 Purpose
 Established by the Legislature in 2006, 


the council is tasked with providing 
policy level direction, planning, and 
coordination for combating harmful 
invasive species throughout the state and 
preventing the introduction of others that 
may be harmful. The council is tasked 
with improving coordination of state 
invasive species activities to ensure the 
investments made today are the right 
investments for the future.


 Key Strategic Areas
• Leadership and Coordination
• Innovation and Research
• Education and Outreach
• Prevention
• Early Detection and Rapid Response
• Containment, Control, and  
 Eradication


“Invasive species” include  
non-native organisms (terrestrial 
and aquatic plants, animals, wildlife 
diseases, and insects) that cause 
economic or environmental harm 
and are capable of spreading to 
new areas of the state. “Invasive 
species” does not include domestic 
livestock, intentionally planted 
agronomic crops, or non-harmful 
exotic organisms.


Washington  
Invasive Species  
Council
2020-2025 
Strategic  
Plan







WAHINGTON INVASIVE SPECIES COUNCIL  
2020–2025 STRATEGIC PLAN


Key Priorities   ▼ Key Objectives  


 
Statewide 
leadership and 
information 
sharing


�
Coordination and 
partnerships


�
Coordination 
and response 
structures and 
processes


 
State and  
federal polices and 
programming


 
Sovereign nations 
and municipalities


�
Unified industry 
and government


• Function as a regional hub for leadership and information 
sharing across all jurisdictions.


• Continue statewide and regional coordination and 
develop new partnerships with industry, governments, and 
non-governmental organizations.


• Reinforce existing collaboration with organizations, in 
addition to creating new processes for tribal, municipal 
governments, regional invasive species organizations and 
others. 


• Ensure adequate resources, polices, and programs at the 
federal, state, and local levels.
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Leadership and Coordination
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Before the Invasive 
Species Council, there was 
no organized forum for 
tackling many emerging 
issues. The council has 
helped bring the right 
people to the table to  
find balanced solutions  
to these important  
issues.







	 ▼	What We Will Achieve  


• Extension of the council from 2022 to 2032.


• An understanding of the capacity, capabilities, and 
needs of tribal governments and municipalities through a 
survey.


• Advocacy for invasive species programs and activities 
at the state and federal levels.


• Collaboratively developed model coordination and 
information sharing structures and processes for tribal 
and municipal governments and others.


• Adequate resources, policies, and programs at the 
federal, state, and local levels through collaboration with 
organizations such as the Pacific Northwest Economic 
Region, Western Governors’ Association, and Pacific 
States Marine Fisheries Commission.
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WAHINGTON INVASIVE SPECIES COUNCIL  
2020–2025 STRATEGIC PLAN


Key Priorities   ▼ Key Objectives  


�
Understanding and 
evaluating impacts 
and invasion 
pathways


 
Resilient 
landscapes and 
climate change


�
Vulnerable species, 
resources, and 
infrastructure


�
Diversity,  
inclusion, equity, 
and social  
justice


• Advocate for integration of invasive species prevention 
and management processes, policies, and planning into 
ecosystem and climate change adaption plans.


• Advocate for prioritizing invasive species prevention 
and management activities that protect vulnerable species, 
resources, and infrastructure.


• Collaboratively leverage federal funds for state, local, and 
tribal programs where there is a cross-cutting need beyond 
the charge of one individual organization.


• Build and reinforce connections among researchers, 
managers, and policy makers.


• Unite industry, researchers, and managers to address 
shared challenges.


• Understand the issues and the nexus between invasive 
species and diversity, inclusion, equity, and social justice.
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Innovation and Research
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Today we face 
new and complex 
problems. We need 
to be innovative and 
increase research to 
be successful. 







 ▼ What We Will Achieve  


• Integration of invasive species prevention, 
management, and strategic actions into federal, regional, 
state, and regional climate change, forest health, and 
landscape resiliency plans.


• Improved coordination by managers, researchers, and 
industry in project development and planning. When 
appropriate, we will lead cross-cutting projects on behalf of 
multiple organizations.


• Increased sharing of invasive species best practices and 
information, statewide and regionally, especially those 
whose effects are damaging to Washington’s economy and 
environment.


• Continuation of the industry advisory panel and 
increased collaboration and information sharing between 
panel members and the council.


• Convening of a science advisory panel when new cross-
cutting issues or questions arise to provide the council with 
recommendations based upon best available science.


• Convening of a work group to investigate the nexus 
between invasive species and diversity, inclusion, equity, 
and social justice. Recommendations will be presented 
to the council and integrated into the council’s work and 
membership.


• Analysis of gaps in understanding invasive species 
impacts, with an emphasis on non-traditional sectors such 
as recreation and social values or specific areas of concern, 
such as impacts to salmonids or vineyards.
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WAHINGTON INVASIVE SPECIES COUNCIL  
2020–2025 STRATEGIC PLAN


Key Priorities   ▼ Key Objectives  


 
Public awareness 
and mobilization 
 


 
Policy maker 
awareness  
 


 
Youth and adult 
citizen science


 
Professional 
development and 
cross-training


 
Formal  
and informal 
education


• Raise awareness and mobilize the public and  
whole community.


• Develop messaging and campaigns to address emerging 
problems.


• Harmonize messaging across organizations to better 
address existing problems.


• Improve statewide first detector capabilities by cross-
training professionals.


• Engage both youth and adults through formal and informal 
education.


• Continue and expand our online presence and public 
awareness.


• Continue and expand education to key policy makers to 
raise their awareness of the threats of invasive species.
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We need to maintain  
a high level of awareness 
about invasive species 
issues, and we need 
to inspire the next 
generation to mobilize 
and lead these  
efforts.


 
Education and Outreach







 ▼ What We Will Achieve  


• Statewide promotion of Invasive Species Awareness Week 
in Washington State in collaboration with the Governor’s 
Office and state agencies.


• Statewide promotion of events such as Tree Check Month, 
amplifying regional and national messages, while tailoring the 
content to state and local needs.


• Development and implementation of new campaigns and 
messages with national and regional partners.


• Continuation of formal youth education and development 
of informal adult education.


• Continuation of formal adult education through existing 
and new curriculum and programming.


• Maintenance of the InvasiveSpecies.wa.gov Web site as the 
central information hub, including the Washington Invasives 
mobile app.


• Identification of the professional development needs of 
invasive species managers and in collaboration with partners 
address of identified gaps.


• Continuation of the development of an annual outreach 
plan and year-end report to improve and optimize outreach 
operations.


• Improvement of our online presence and public awareness 
through Webinars, events, and workshops.


• Continuation of the existing first detector programming 
and investigation of opportunities to expand the network. 


• Partnerships with established groups and avenues for 
information sharing to improve the reach of our messages and 
to leverage these resources to achieve our objectives.


• Informed policy makers that understand the threats of 
invasive species and the benefits of actions to prevent, detect, 
respond, and control, contain, or eradicate.


9







WAHINGTON INVASIVE SPECIES COUNCIL  
2020–2025 STRATEGIC PLAN


Key Priorities   ▼ Key Objectives  


�
Understand and 
address invasion 
pathways


�
Response 
readiness


�
Prevention 
protocols and 
public adoption 
 


 
Understand and 
address risk


• Better understanding of the risks of expanding invasive 
species and potential impacts.


• Quickly analyze risks of newly introduced invasive species 
and determine priority.


• Understand pathways for introduction and spread of 
invasive species.


• Work collaboratively with industry and organizations to 
address risks and pathways.


• Advocate for response preparedness and readiness to 
industry and management organizations.


• Harmonize agency prevention protocols and encourage 
public participation in prevention.


• Advocate for, and assist with, national, regional, state, 
and local prevention programs such as nursery and 
watercraft inspections and awareness programs for the 
public and business sectors.
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Prevention







 ▼ What We Will Achieve  


• Improved analytical tools that assess risk and impact 
for use in council prioritization. We will promote these tools 
to partners and organizations to help them prioritize their 
own work.


• Advocacy for international and domestic pathway 
analyses and readiness activities.


• Prevention protocols and best practices actively 
implemented and used by both agencies and the public.


• Advocacy for and assistance to existing prevention 
programs and explored opportunities for additional 
protection at the local level.


• Outreach, trainings, tools, and equipment that 
empower the public and watercraft users to implement the 
prevention protocols in collaboration with partners.
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If we prevent the 
introduction of new 
invasive species, we avoid 
thousands, if not millions 
in management costs and 
economic losses. An ounce 
of prevention is worth a 
pound of cure.







WAHINGTON INVASIVE SPECIES COUNCIL  
2020–2025 STRATEGIC PLAN


Key Priorities   ▼ Key Objectives  


 
Early detection 
capabilities


 
Emergency funding


�
Diagnosis and 
notification


�
Response plans 
and exercises


�
Optimizing and 
sharing response 
resources


• Support increasing the capacity and capabilities of state, 
tribal, and local governments for early detection.


• Support diagnostic centers and technologies.


• Streamline incident notification systems and processes.


• Ensure that emergency funding is available for rapid response.


• Pre-identify processes and procedures, and promote early 
detection and rapid response resource sharing.


• Improve and develop response plans.


• Practice and enhance response plans through workshops, 
drills, and exercises.


• Leverage federal assistance to address invasive species 
emergencies.


• Provide input to improve response plans based on best 
practices, experience, industry perspective, site specific 
knowledge, or other expertise.
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When prevention isn’t 
possible, early detection 
and rapid response are 
the next best strategies 
to ensuring the invasion 
causes the least amount 
of damage. 


Early Detection  
and Rapid Response







 ▼ What We Will Achieve  


• Expanded use of the Incident Command System (ICS) 
and facilitation of its adoption by council organizations and 
partners.


• Early detection monitoring improvements to address 
known gaps in monitoring and surveillance.


• Advocacy of invasive species diagnostic centers and new 
technologies.


• Streamlined notification systems with an emphasis on 
improving the notification process among organizations 
that have jurisdiction, partners, and the public.


• Improved response planning through coordination and 
involvement of the council.


• Increased focus on practicing response. We will promote, 
facilitate, and participate in workshops, drills, and 
exercises.


• A consultation to agencies that have jurisdiction in an 
invasive species emergency and advocacy for federal 
support.


• Participation in Multiagency Coordination Groups (MAC 
Groups) and aided command and operations sectors as 
requested.


• Outreach to local organizations that can help with early 
detection and response efforts.
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WAHINGTON INVASIVE SPECIES COUNCIL  
2020–2025 STRATEGIC PLAN


Key Priorities   ▼ Key Objectives  


 
Adequate and 
sustainable 
funding


�
Data collection, 
sharing, and 
mobilization


�
Optimization 
of response 
operations


�
Asset-based 
management 
for protection 
and natural or 
economic assets


 
Evaluation  
and reevaluation


• Ensure that adequate and sustainable funding is available for 
meeting the management goals for established species. 


• Analyze and document current funding and operations, 
determining gaps and needs.


• Evaluate and advocate for management goals for established 
species that are reasonable and feasible.


• Advocate for reevaluation of operations and management 
goals using adaptive management principles that are based 
upon new science, best practices, changing population 
dynamics, and efficacy.


• Advocate for and assist with operational optimization 
through resource sharing, cross-training, and public 
engagement.


• Promote and assist with data collection, sharing, and 
mobilization among organizations at the local, state, regional, 
and national levels to establish a common situational 
awareness.


• Analyze regulatory invasive species classifications, 
management goals, and operations, and propose reevaluation 
when appropriate.


• Promote and assist with response strategies that protect the 
most at-risk species and resources from both economic and 
environmental damages.
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Eradication,  
Control, and Containment
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 ▼ What We Will Achieve  


• Funding that meets the management goals of lead 
organizations.


• Advocacy for lead organizations to set data-driven 
management goals.


• Cross-organizational work groups to analyze regulatory 
classifications at the state and federal level. Advocacy for 
changes when appropriate.


• Collection of data and mobilization campaigns to 
address data gaps.


• Workshops and symposia offering current research 
and best practices that address established and potential 
invasive species.


• Advocacy for adaptive management principles when 
managing established invasive species.
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Once we know an invasive 
species is present, aggressive 
eradication, containment, 
and control give us a fighting 
chance to stop the spread 
and make sure we won’t be 
spending millions of dollars  
to battle this species for  
years to come.


PLANT  
TREATMENT:  
BOHEMIAN KNOTWEED 
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Invasive Species Council < https://invasivespecies.wa.gov>  News < https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/news/> 
Invasive Species Awareness Week in Washington Goes Virtual


Invasive Species Awareness Week in Washington Goes Virtual


For Release: 
February 16, 2021


Contact: Justin Bush 
Washington Recreation and Conservation O�ice 


360-902-3088


OLYMPIA–Govenor Jay Inslee, in partnership with the Washington Invasive Species Council, has proclaimed February
22 through February 28 as Invasive Species Awareness Week in Washington.


Invasive species threaten our economy, environment, recreation opportunities and can even harm our health,” Inslee
said. “I’m calling on everyone who loves this state we call home to become aware of invasive species and take steps
to prevent the spread of these damaging plants and animals.”


In his proclamation, Inslee notes that everyone has a role to play in stopping invasive species. The council encourages
Washingtonians to be on the lookout for plants and animals not native to Washington as they spend time outdoors,
take their dogs for walks or go about their daily lives. Residents should report any potential invasive species they spot
using the Washington Invasives mobile app or by visiting InvasiveSpecies.wa.gov.


To help, the Washington Invasive Species Council is o�ering a variety of virtual activities during the awareness week
to help people learn to identify, report and prevent the spread of invasive plants and animals.


“If you see something, say something,” said Justin Bush, executive coordinator of the council. “If you spot a plant, bug
or animal that you don’t recognize or you see an abnormally high number of organisms in a small area, you may have
found a new invasive species. Your report could be crucial to triggering a response, containing the population and
limiting damage.”


Without early detection and response, invasive species can cause irreversible damage to crops, forests, fish, livestock
and other wildlife in the Pacific Northwest and nationally.


“The public is key to the state’s success in the fight against invasive species,” said Derek Sandison, director of the
Washington State Department of Agriculture. “Not only did a member of the public report the first-ever Asian giant
hornet, but alert residents have been responsible for more than one-third of new invasive species detections in the
state since 1990.”


Due to the impacts and continued risk of COVID-19, the week’s activities are going virtual this year, with most events
being live Webinars shared via social media. Please make sure to register in advance for the Webinars because spots
are limited.


Webinars and Events


February 22–Feral Swine Identification, Planning, and Response
February 23–Spotted Lanternfly Identification and Risk to Agriculture
February 24–Aquatic Invasive Species: Statewide Prevention, Monitoring, and Management Overview <
https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/event/aquatic-invasive-species-webinar/>
February 25–10  Annual Columbia River Gorge Invasive Species & Exotic Pest Workshop <
https://columbiagorgecwma.org/2021-isepworkshop/>
February 26–Asian Giant Hornet Identification, Risk, and Response <
https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/event/asian-giant-hornet-identification-and-ipm-webinar/>


th
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“Much of what it means to be a Washingtonian is at risk,” said Kelly Susewind, director of the Washington Department
of Fish and Wildlife. “Invasive species threaten our recreation, wildlife, land and water. Everyone who works or
recreates outdoors should brush their boots and equipment and also clean, drain and dry their gear–especially boats
and trailers–a�er every trip.”


Being alert and reporting suspected problems is just one action that anyone can take. Other simple actions to prevent
and stop invasive species include the following:


Clean your hiking boots, bikes, waders, boats, trailers, o�-road vehicles and other gear before you venture
outdoors to stop invasive species from hitching a ride to a new location. Learn about pathways <
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Finvasivespecies.wa.gov%2Faddress-
pathways%2F&data=04%7C01%7Calexis.haifley%40rco.wa.gov%7Ce02947fcf76148f4a87008d8d2ba8910%7C11d0
 that spread invasive species.
On your next walk, look out for noxious weeds. Visit the Washington State Noxious Weed Control Board’s Web
site to learn about noxious weeds < https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nwcb.wa.gov%2F&data=04%7C01%7Calexis.haifley%40rco.wa.gov%7Ce02947fcf7614
 and if you spot some in your yard or while walking in your neighborhood, notify your county noxious weed
control board < https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nwcb.wa.gov%2Fcontact-your-county-weed-
boards&data=04%7C01%7Calexis.haifley%40rco.wa.gov%7Ce02947fcf76148f4a87008d8d2ba8910%7C11d0e21726
.
Dispose of unwanted pets, aquarium plants and water, science kits and live bait the proper way and NOT by
dumping them into waterways. Released pets o�en su�er a slow death in winter or may become invasive and
damage wildlife and crops. Visit the council’s “Don’t Let It Loose” Web page to learn the proper ways to dispose
of unwanted pets and plants < https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Finvasivespecies.wa.gov%2Fcampaigns%2Fdont-let-it-
loose%2F&data=04%7C01%7Calexis.haifley%40rco.wa.gov%7Ce02947fcf76148f4a87008d8d2ba8910%7C11d0e217
.
Buy firewood where you’ll burn it or gather it on site when permitted. Remember not to move firewood from the
local area where harvested. Learn more about the potential dangers of moving firewood <
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Finvasivespecies.wa.gov%2Fcampaigns%2Fbuy-it-where-you-burn-
it%2F&data=04%7C01%7Calexis.haifley%40rco.wa.gov%7Ce02947fcf76148f4a87008d8d2ba8910%7C11d0e217264
.
Protect salmon and steelhead by not moving any fish from one waterbody into another. This will prevent the
spread of fish diseases and protect salmon and steelhead fisheries from non-native predatory fish. Visit the
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife’s Web site to learn more about moving fish <
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fwdfw.wa.gov%2Flicensing%2Ffish_transport%2Ftransport_app.html&data=04%7C01%7Cal
.
Use weed-free, certified forage, hay or mulch. Visit the Washington Department of Agriculture Web site to see
details of its certification program < https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fagr.wa.gov%2Fservices%2Flicenses-permits-and-certificates%2Fplant-
services%2Fwwham&data=04%7C01%7Calexis.haifley%40rco.wa.gov%7Ce02947fcf76148f4a87008d8d2ba8910%7
.
Plant only non-invasive plants in your garden < https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nwcb.wa.gov%2Fgardenwise-
online&data=04%7C01%7Calexis.haifley%40rco.wa.gov%7Ce02947fcf76148f4a87008d8d2ba8910%7C11d0e217264
and remove any known invasive plants.
Volunteer to survey public lands and trails as a Citizen Science Invasive Plant Monitor with the Pacific Northwest
Invasive Plant Council. Learn more on the plant council’s Facebook page <
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FPNW.IPC%2F&data=04%7C01%7Calexis.haifley%40rco.wa.gov%7Ce
.
Become a Washington State University Master Gardener < https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=http%3A%2F%2Fmastergardener.wsu.edu%2F&data=04%7C01%7Calexis.haifley%40rco.wa.gov%7Ce02947fcf
 and help your community identify, report and properly manage exotic and invasive pests.
Volunteer to help remove invasive species from public lands and natural areas. Contact your state, county or city
parks and recreation department, land trust < https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fwalandtrusts.org%2Fabout-us%2Four-land-
trusts%2F&data=04%7C01%7Calexis.haifley%40rco.wa.gov%7Ce02947fcf76148f4a87008d8d2ba8910%7C11d0e21
, conservation district < https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fscc.wa.gov%2Fconservation-district-
map%2F&data=04%7C01%7Calexis.haifley%40rco.wa.gov%7Ce02947fcf76148f4a87008d8d2ba8910%7C11d0e217
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, or Washington State University’s Extension O�ice < https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=http%3A%2F%2Fextension.wsu.edu%2Flocations%2F&data=04%7C01%7Calexis.haifley%40rco.wa.gov%7Ce0
to learn more.
Don’t pack a pest. When traveling internationally, review travel guidelines on items that should not be brought
back to the United States. Learn more about Don’t Pack a Pest <
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Finvasivespecies.wa.gov%2Fcampaigns%2Fdont-pack-a-
pest%2F&data=04%7C01%7Calexis.haifley%40rco.wa.gov%7Ce02947fcf76148f4a87008d8d2ba8910%7C11d0e2172
.


More information about the Invasive Species Awareness Week <
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Finvasivespecies.wa.gov%2Fprojects%2Finvasive-species-awareness-
week%2F&data=04%7C01%7Calexis.haifley%40rco.wa.gov%7Ce02947fcf76148f4a87008d8d2ba8910%7C11d0e217264e
is available online.
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STAY CONNECTED


www.facebook.com/WAInvasiveSpeciesCouncil/>
  <
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXoDMajDN-
kbUoqdbACV9jA>


  <
https://twitter.com/WAinvasives>


  <
https://www.instagram.com/wa_invasiv


REPORT A SIGHTING


 < https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/wa-invasives/id826772026?ls=1&mt8>  <


https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.bugwood.wainvasives>


Recreation and Conservation Office < https://rco.wa.gov/>


Privacy Policy < https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/policies/privacy-policy/>


Accessibility Policy < https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/policies/accessibility-policy/>


Web Content Policy < https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/policies/web-content-policy/>


Public Records Request < https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/contact-us/public-records-request/>


Access Washington < http://access.wa.gov/>
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AN ACT Relating to the expiration date of the invasive species 1
council; amending RCW 79A.25.310; and providing an expiration date.2


BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:3


Sec. 1.  RCW 79A.25.310 and 2016 sp.s. c 7 s 1 are each amended 4
to read as follows:5


(1) There is created the Washington invasive species council to 6
exist until June 30, ((2022)) 2032. Staff support to the council 7
shall be provided by the recreation and conservation office and from 8
the agencies represented on the council. For administrative purposes, 9
the council shall be located within the office.10


(2) The purpose of the council is to provide policy level 11
direction, planning, and coordination for combating harmful invasive 12
species throughout the state and preventing the introduction of 13
others that may be potentially harmful.14


(3) The council is a joint effort between local, tribal, state, 15
and federal governments, as well as the private sector and 16
nongovernmental interests. The purpose of the council is to foster 17
cooperation, communication, and coordinated approaches that support 18
local, state, and regional initiatives for the prevention and control 19
of invasive species.20


Z-0101.1
SENATE BILL 5063


State of Washington 67th Legislature 2021 Regular Session
By Senators Honeyford, Salomon, Van De Wege, and Warnick; by request 
of Recreation and Conservation Office
Prefiled 01/05/21.  Read first time 01/11/21.  Referred to Committee 
on Agriculture, Water, Natural Resources & Parks.
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(4) For the purposes of this chapter, "invasive species" include 1
nonnative organisms that cause economic or environmental harm and are 2
capable of spreading to new areas of the state. "Invasive species" 3
does not include domestic livestock, intentionally planted agronomic 4
crops, or nonharmful exotic organisms.5


(5) This section expires June 30, 2032.6


--- END ---


p. 2 SB 5063





		Section 1.






Natural Resources Building 
P.O. Box 40917 
Olympia, WA 98504-0917 
 
1111 Washington St. S.E. 
Olympia, WA 98501 


 


 


 


STATE OF WASHINGTON 
RECREATION AND CONSERVATION OFFICE 


(360) 902-3000 
TTY: (800) 833-6388 
Fax: (360) 902-3026 
 
E-mail: Info@rco.wa.gov 
Web site: www.rco.wa.gov 


 


 


January 19, 2020  


The Honorable Representative Geran Tarr 
State of Alaska Legislature 
Room 126 Capitol Building 
Juneau, AK 99801 
 
Dear Representative Tarr: 


On behalf of the Washington Invasive Species Council, I am writing to express strong support for House Bill 
number 54, which establishes the Alaska Invasive Species Council.  


Alaska and Washington face similar issues, including prevention and rapid response to invasive species that have 
not yet become widely established in our jurisdictions, and long-term management of species that are more well 
established. For the protection of our individual, regional and national natural and cultural resources, 
economies, human health, and infrastructure; we believe it is imperative that each state have a strong invasive 
species strategy and coordinating body. The largely intact natural landscape and diverse natural resource 
economy of Alaska is extremely vulnerable to the often-irreparable impacts from invasive species.  


The Washington State Legislature established the Washington Invasive Species Council in 2006 to develop and 
implement a strategic approach to prevent and control invasive species that threaten Washington’s 
environment and economy. In our experience, a council can prevent millions in damage and loss by breaking 
through organizational silos and providing a forum for agencies, user groups, and stakeholders to 
collaborate, set policy, and share successful approaches. Every organization has a slightly different mission, 
but an invasive species council unites all, looks at the big picture, and fills in the gaps that individual 
agencies would be unable to cover. 


When prevention fails, an invasive species council provides efficient and effective rapid response 
capabilities through working relationships established well before the emergency. Successfully containing 
and eradicating a new invasive species is often beyond the capability of a single organization. An invasive 
species council can leverage the knowledge and resources of the whole community to address a shared 
problem before substantial impacts and the need for recovery.  


If we may show additional support or answer any questions, please contact me at justin.bush@rco.wa.gov or 
360-902-3088.  
 
 


Justin D. Bush, Executive Coordinator 
Washington Invasive Species Council



mailto:Info@rco.wa.gov






Home (/) News (/news) 
State asks public to inspect aquarium moss and prevent movement of invasive mussels


State asks public to inspect aquarium
moss and prevent movement of invasive
mussels
Date
Mar 4, 2021


Contact
Justin Bush (WISC), 360-704-0973; Becky Bennett (WDFW), 360-701-7026


OLYMPIA – The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) is asking anyone who has
purchased Marimo moss balls from any retailer for their aquarium to inspect the plants for invasive
zebra mussels.


This week, the U.S. Geological Survey released a public report of potential invasive mussels detected
in shipments of “Betta Buddy” brand Marimo moss balls at a Seattle Petco. WDFW enforcement
o�cers investigated the report, removed 56 Marimo moss balls, and visually con�rmed the presence
of at least 12 zebra mussels.


Once alerted, several other states have reported the presence of both live and dead zebra mussels at
other retailers. As additional zebra mussel reports were coming in, authorities learned that PetSmart
has also sold moss balls and the Marimo brand nationwide.  


Translation limitations and disclaimer (/accessibility/google-translate-disclaimer)Select Language  ▼


 For COVID-19-related closures, restrictions, and updates see the WDFW COVID-19/Coronavirus
response page (/about/covid-19-updates).


/ /


(/)


 
Washington Department of  
Fish and Wildlife (/)
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Zebra mussel found in Marimo moss ball.


Zebra mussels are usually about the size of an adult �ngernail,
but can be as large as two inches, or as small as a sesame seed.


WDFW noti�ed both Petco and PetSmart
of the inadvertent distribution of this
invasive species, and the retailers quickly
acted to pull the product from shelves
nationwide and placed them in
quarantine. The retailers are partnering
with WDFW and other agencies to
address the threat.


“At Petco, we’re committed to supporting
the health and wellness of pets, people,
and our planet,” said Dr. Whitney Miller,
head of Veterinary Medicine at Petco. “We
immediately paused the sale of all
Marimo aquarium moss balls at Petco
locations and on petco.com and placed
them in quarantine. We’re working closely with regulatory authorities, our vendor partners, and our
own veterinary staff on appropriate next steps, including proper handling and disposal of any affected
products and proactively contacting our customers to provide information and resources on how to
responsibly collect and dispose of them at home if necessary.”


“No one organization can solve the invasive species problem alone," said WDFW Police Captain Eric
Anderson, "We are working in partnership with industry and every level of government to solve this as
quickly as possible. This coordination is how we’re successfully preventing these species from taking
hold in Washington."


Lab testing con�rmed the mussel as the zebra (Dreisena polymorpha) mussel, which is a prohibited
aquatic invasive species in Washington State that, if established in local waters, would be capable of
causing signi�cant infrastructure and environmental damage.


Investigations into the product origin are
currently underway. The wholesale
distributors out of California and Florida
have been noti�ed, and shipments into the
country will be ceased.


“Anything that moves can move invasive
species,” said Justin Bush, executive
coordinator of the Washington Invasive
Species Council (WISC). “Invasive plants
can hitchhike on your boots, aquatic
animals can attach to your boat or







equipment, and problem species can also move by hitchhiking through commerce; as we see in this
case. We all have a role to play to prevent and stop invasive species, and the most basic action is
reporting anything that could be a problem and looks out of place. If you see something, say
something because you could �nd the �rst hitchhiker and prevent millions, if not billions of impacts to
our economy and environment.”


Quagga and zebra mussels can clog pipes and mechanical systems of industrial plants, utilities,
locks, and dams. If invasive mussels take hold in Washington, o�cials estimate it would cost more
than $100 million each year to keep Washington’s power and water infrastructure running, in addition
to causing catastrophic ecological damage.


Two methods for the aquarium owner to safely dispose of the moss ball(s):


1. Remove the moss ball(s) and place in a plastic bag. Put the bag in the freezer and leave for at
least 24 hours. After that, the moss ball(s) can be disposed of in the trash.


2. Place moss ball(s) in boiling water for at least one full minute. After that, the moss ball(s) can be
disposed of in the trash.


Aquarium species and accessories: 


Collect the �sh & plants and place them in another container. Dispose of the water in a sink
or toilet. All municipal wastewater is treated to kill all pathogens, and septic tanks are fully self-
contained underground.  


Carefully use water that is 140 degrees to �ush and coat all the tank and accessory surfaces. It is
recommended that you do another water change within a week and continue to monitor the tank for
any unusual aquatic growth.  


If you do not have access to high temperature water, a 1/3 cup of unscented household bleach per
gallon of water can be used as a disinfectant. Allow the aquarium, substrate, rocks, décor, and �lter
media to soak in the bleach water solution for 10-15 minutes. After adequate contact time, thoroughly
rinse off all items prior to resetting up the aquarium. When resetting up the aquarium, dispose of the
previously used �lter media and replace with new media. Finish by using a dechlorinating product to
neutralize any residual chlorine prior to reintroducing aquatic life.


For extremely large aquariums that you may not be able to completely dewater/decontaminate,
dispose of the moss ball(s) as above. O�cials recommend that the public conduct frequent water
changes and continue to monitor the tank for any unusual aquatic growth.


WDFW and the Washington Invasive Species Council recommends that anyone who thinks their
aquarium may be carrying invasive mussels to utilize the online reporting options to include the
Washington Invasives app or online reporting form. It is as easy as taking a photo and submitting for
an expert to review. https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/report-a-sighting/.



https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/report-a-sighting/





WDFW is requesting $2.8 million in new state funding this legislative session to help address the
threat of aquatic invasive species. For more information on aquatic invasive species in Washington,
visit the WDFW website (https://wdfw.wa.gov/species-habitats/invasive). For more information on
the Washington Invasive Species Council, visit InvasiveSpecies.wa.gov.


WDFW is the state agency tasked with preserving, protecting, and perpetuating �sh, wildlife, and
ecosystems, while providing sustainable �shing and hunting opportunities.


Individuals who need to receive this information in an alternative format, language, or who need reasonable
accommodations to participate in WDFW-sponsored public meetings or other activities may contact the Title
VI/ADA Compliance Coordinator by phone at 360-902-2349, TTY (711), or email (Title6@dfw.wa.gov
(mailto:Title6@dfw.wa.gov)). For more information, see https://wdfw.wa.gov/accessibility/requests-
accommodation (/accessibility/requests-accommodation).
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  Aquatic Invasive Species - Alert 
Washington State responded to an alert of zebra mussels spotted in aquarium moss.  
WDFW confirmed the presence of zebra mussels in “Betta Buddy” brand Marimo moss 
balls.   Several other states have reported the presence of both live and dead zebra 
mussels from this brand of Moss Balls at other retailers.  


Zebra mussels (Dreissena polymorpha) are regarded as the most threatening 
environmentally and economically invasive species in North America.  They are small, 
fingernail-sized mollusks that can stay alive for several days outside of water and are 
common hitchhikers on boats and aquarium plants.  
 


Two methods for aquarium owners to safely dispose of the moss ball(s): 
1) Remove the moss ball(s) and place in a plastic bag. Put the bag in the freezer and 


leave for at least 24 hours. After that, the moss ball(s) can be disposed of in the trash.  
2) Place moss ball(s) in boiling water for at least one full minute. After that, the moss 


ball(s) can be disposed of in the trash.  
 


Aquarium species and accessories:  
Collect the fish & plants and place them in another container. Dispose of the water in a sink 
or toilet. All municipal wastewater is treated to kill all pathogens, and septic tanks are fully self-
contained underground.   
 


Carefully use water that is 140 degrees to flush and coat all the tank and accessory surfaces. It 
is recommended that you do another water change within a week and continue to monitor the 
tank for any unusual aquatic growth.   
 


If you do not have access to high temperature water, a 1/3 cup of unscented household bleach 
per gallon of water can be used as a disinfectant. Allow the aquarium, substrate, rocks, décor, 
and filter media to soak in the bleach water solution for 10-15 minutes. After adequate contact 
time, thoroughly rinse off all items prior to resetting up the aquarium. When resetting up the 
aquarium, dispose of the previously used filter media and replace with new media. Finish by 
using a dechlorinating product to neutralize any residual chlorine prior to reintroducing 
aquatic life. 
 


For extremely large aquariums that you may not be able to completely 
dewater/decontaminate, dispose of the moss ball(s) as above. Officials recommend that the 
public conduct frequent water changes and continue to monitor the tank for any unusual 
aquatic growth. 


WDFW and the Washington Invasive Species Council recommends that anyone who 
thinks their aquarium may be carrying invasive mussels to utilize the online reporting 
options! It is as easy as taking a photo and submitting for an expert to review. 
https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/report-a-sighting/ .  
 


 


 


 
Zebra & 
Quagga 
mussels are  
#1 threat to 
Washington 
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Zebra Mussels Found in Aquarium Moss 
National Distribution 
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Contact For more information:  
Captain Eric Anderson, 
WDFW Police  
eric.anderson@dfw.wa.gov 
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Join our 
voluntary 
network 
that works 
to rehome 
pets! 


Don’t Let it Loose – Pets released into the wild harm 
native wildlife species 


Abandoned pets and plants that are released into the wild may become a 
serious problem. Never release unwanted home or classroom pets, 
animals, or plants into the wild, such as rivers, streams, lakes, or 
stormwater ponds. 


Most unwanted pets will not survive in the wild and may suffer before 
death. If it does manage to survive, it may harm the environment and 
businesses. Invasive species cost the United States billions of dollars each 
year. Some of the most devastating invasive species originally were sold 
as pets or plants for gardens, ponds, and aquariums. 


The recent discovery of invasive zebra mussels hitching a ride inside 
Marimo moss balls is an excellent example of a species we definitely 
don’t want to let loose in our state.  


Actions you can take: 


1. Join our ever-growing network of aquariums and pet stores that 
either re-home unwanted pets or provide pet owners with advice 
and answer questions.  


Join by e-mailing; InvasiveSpecies@rco.wa.gov.  
2. Request resources such as flyers, stickers, fact sheets, etc. to post 


in your business.  
3. Contact us, sign up for our newsletter, or learn more through our 


website: invasivespecies.wa.gov 
4. If you see something, say something! Washington Invasive Species 


Council has a FREE app in which you can report suspected 
invasive species. Download in the app store (WA Invasive), or 
head to our website for more. 
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Small flyer
Available in 8.5”x11” or 5.5”x7”, for 
hanging up or handing out. Includes 
informaƟon on how to be a 


responsible owner and what to do 
with an unwanted exoƟc pet.


SƟckers
Oval shape, transparent 


edges. Great for displaying in 
windows, on water boƩles, 
laptops etc., and as handouts 


for clients and kids.





