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What is it? 

Water chestnut is an aquatic, floating plant, which grows in floating mats and has white or 
light purple flowers. It grows in lakes, ponds, canals, and other slow-moving water bodies. 
Dense growth of water chestnut can have negative impacts to native species and 
ecosystems, and limit boating, fishing, swimming, and other recreational activities. 

Is it here yet? 

No, it is not yet present in Washington. Water chestnut infests many water bodies on the 
East Coast. 

Why should I care? 

Water chestnut’s dense mats restrict light, reduce oxygen, and displace other emergent 
and floating vegetation. It is of limited value to wildfowl. Dense water chestnut growth 
limits boating, fishing, swimming, and other recreational activities, and the sharp spines on 
nuts may puncture shoes or hurt bare feet. 

What should I do if I find one? 

Do not purchase, plant, or trade this species. Report online at 
www.invasivespecies.wa.gov/report.shtml.

How can we stop it? 

Learn to identify this species and participate in hand removal efforts if populations 
establish. It is on Washington’s Wetlands and Aquatics Quarantine list, meaning it is 
prohibited to transport, buy, sell, offer for sale, or distribute water chestnut plants or plant 
parts (Washington Administrative Code 16-752-505). 
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What are its characteristics? 

 Rooted, floating plant, which forms dense floating mats in slow-moving water 12-15
feet deep.

 Leaves on the water’s surface are alternate, triangular (or diamond-shaped), strongly
toothed, and shiny on the upper side.

 Leaves connect to the limp stem by swollen stalks just below the leaf blades.

 Submerged leaves can be long, narrow, or feathery, and may be considered roots.

 White or light purple, four-petaled flowers bloom from mid-summer to frost; then
produce nut-like fruits with 2-4 short, barbed spines.

How do I distinguish it from native species? 

This species is not related to the edible Chinese water chestnut. 

Where do I get more information? 

 BugwoodWiki: www.invasive.org/eastern/biocontrol/3WaterChestnut.html

 Center for Invasive Species and Ecosystem Health:
www.invasive.org/species/subject.cfm?sub=3499

 Global Invasive Species Database:
www.issg.org/database/species/ecology.asp?si=567&fr=1&sts=sss

 Washington State Department of Ecology:
www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wq/plants/plantid2/descriptions/trapa.html
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