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What is it? 
Kochia is a drought-tolerant plant with a deep root, which tends to grow in very dry, 
disturbed sites. Kochia outcompetes crops such as potatoes, alfafa, and wheat and may be 
poisonous if consumed. It was introduced as a garden ornamental from Asia in the early 
1900s and since has spread widely across the United States. 

Is it here yet? 
Yes. Kochia is widespread in eastern Washington and found in a few locations in western 
Washington. 

Why should I care? 
Kochia outcompetes crops such as potatoes, alfafa, and wheat. It may be poisonous if 
eaten. 

What should I do if I find one? 
Do not purchase, plant, or trade this species. Contact your county noxious 
weed coordinator at http://www.nwcb.wa.gov/nwcb_county.htm. Report online 
at www.invasivespecies.wa.gov/report.shtml. 

How can we stop it? 
Promote native and desired species to prevent kochia’s successful establishment. It is listed 
on Washington’s Terrestrial Noxious Weed Seed and Plant Quarantine list, meaning it is 
prohibited to transport, buy, sell, offer for sale, or distribute kochia plants, plant parts, or 
seeds (Washington Administrative Code 16-752-610). Kochia also is listed as a Class B 
noxious weed in Washington, meaning it is designated for control in certain state regions 
(See http://www.nwcb.wa.gov/searchResults.asp?class=B). 
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What are its characteristics? 
 Erect, branched stems that are 3-7 feet long, and typically smooth below but hairy

above.
 Alternate simple leaves, 1-2 inches long with hairy margins.
 Small green flowers in late summer, which lack petals and are found in clusters.
 Becomes a tumble weed when mature and spreads its seeds as a tumble weed.

Where do I get more information? 
 King County: www.kingcounty.gov/environment/animalsAndPlants/noxious-

weeds/weed-identification/kochia.aspx
 University of California, Berkeley:

http://calphotos.berkeley.edu/cgi/img_query?query_src=photos_index&where-
taxon=Kochia+scoparia

 Washington State Noxious Weed Control Board:
http://www.nwcb.wa.gov/detail.asp?weed=80
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